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PARTY AND STATE 


CURRENT CLASS STRUGGLE D® FINED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 23 Jul 79 pp 1,4 


[Article by Jin Wen [6855 3080]: “On Current Classes and Class Struggle in 
ur Country”) 


[Text| No topic has been so frequently discussed and so much confused for 
such a long time as that of classes and class struggle. However, considera- 
tions of its future outcome and present state have raised these thought- 
provoking questions: Is it really necessary for people throughout the 
country to join in the task of intensifying the class struggle? Will failure 
to do so bring about revisionism and make the country change color? By this 
time, the answers to these questions can no longer be postponed. 


Evolution of the Exploiting Classes and Our Party's Policies 


he state of the exploiting classes is the key to our knowledge of classes 
and the handling of class struggles. In his “report on the Work of the 
overnment™” delivered at the Fifth NPC, Premier Hua Cucfeng solemnly declared: 
In our country, (except for Taiwan) “the feudal and capitalist systems for 
exploitation have been abolished,” and “as classes, the landlords and the 
rich peasants have ceased to exist.” Such an objective description and 
scientific summation of the situation following 10 years’ rampage by Lin 
biao and the “gang of four" correctly indicate the great mettle and the 
spirit of seeking truth from facts in our ¢ r¢ty and our country. Can the 
exploiting classes be abolished? What course will this abolition take? 
Nobody had dared to say anything, or even think, about these questions. 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four” did everything they could to create the 
illusion that the exploiting classes are here to stay, because, while the 
old exploiting classes still remain, the new exploit‘.1g classes are already 
emerging. Therefore, in their opinion, we must continue to struggle against 
them until the goal of communism is reached. Anyone disbelieving this line 
of reasoning was branded as an advocate of the “theory of the dying out of 
class struggle.” 


Can the exploiting classes really live on forever? Marx has supplied the 
answer: “The existence of classes is only linked with a certain historical 
stage of the development of production.” Classes have appeared and dis- 
appeared in the long course of history. They appeared when the productive 
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lerces were developing, but not yet at a high speed; they disappiared when 
the productive torces developed at fullspeed. Of course, the disappearance 
o. the exploiting classes cannot be spontaneous. As to how a sociaiist 
revolution can abolish the exploiting classes, Lenin has developed this 
Marxist theory and for the first time successtully carried it out inpractice. 
What is the essence of classes? How is the abolition of classes to begin? 
Lenin held that classes are not ordinary groups, but large social groups 
formed by their own economic conditions. In principle, the difference between 
the exploiting and the exploited classes is that the former owns the means 
of production and is able to appropriate the labor of the latter. After 
the October Revolution, the Soviet regime expropriated the landlords and 
capitalists of the means of production. On 5 March 1921, Lenin said before 
i party conference: “For the first time, we have raised the question of 
ibolishine classes in practice, and yet in our country of peasantry, there 
still remain two main classes--the working class and the peasantry--in 
addition to many remnants of capitalism.” ("Collected Works of Lenin," 

Vol 32, p 237) “In modern history, we have for the first time set up this 
form of social system under which the exploiting classes were abolished. 
However, there still remain two different classes--the working class and 

the peasantry.” (Ibid p 395) Later, the Soviet Union gradually came to 
recognize the rich peasants as a class and abolished it through a process 


of collectivization. In 1936, Stalin again tormally declared that the 
landlord, che capitalist and the rich peasant classes had already been 
<d in the Soviet state and that this abolition conformed to the 
rinciples of Marxism-Leninism and the actual situation in the Soviet 

} only trouble was that Stalin at that time did not correctly 

issess the remnant iorces of the exploiting ciasses so that as soon as 

probiems emerged, class struggle was carried out with excessive severity 

resuitines in the mistakes of the Great Purge. 


been the changes for the exploiting classes in our couitry? 
War ot Liberation and shortly after the founding of the People's 
> we mnfiscated the properties of the bureaucratic and comprador 
, 1t the same time, we carried out a large-scale land re!orm movement 
s atest the landlord class. When this movement had ereatly weakened the 


ric. peasant economy, we reformed the system of ownership of the means of 
duction, and led the individual peasants and handicraft workers in the 
idvance alone the broad road of collectives. At the same time, through the 


yiicy of buying-out, we transferred the means of production from the 
ational bourgeosie to the whole people. Thus in a short period, the 
crrect policies and reasonable measures adopted by our party brought about 
lkcisive change in the exploiting classes. The Eighth National Party 
neress declared: Except in Taiwan, “the bureaucratic and comprador 
sses have all been aboiished"; “except for certain individual localities, 
feudal and landlord classes have also been abolished, while the rich 
seasant class is in the process of abolition"; and “the national bourgeois 
elements are now being transformed from exploiters to laborers.” In his 
irticle “On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People," 
cnrade Mao Zedong assessed the situation of classes and class struggle 
is follews: “Although the large-scale and turbulent class struggles of 
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he masses characteristic of the previous revolutionary periods have in the 
main come to an end, there are still remnants of the ovethrown landlord and 
mproedor classes, there is still a bourgeoisie, and the remolding of the 
petty bourgeoisie has only just started. The class struggle is by no means 
over. That is to say, there were only remants”™ of the landlord and the 
mprader classes. Although the capitalist class at that time was still 
vllecting “fixed interests,” the elements of this class “were being trans- 
tormed from exploiters into working people earning their own living.” In 
mt, at that time, the capitalists were no longer able to control or 
manipwlate the means of production or to squeeze any surplus value owt of 
the workers, and the “fixed interests” were only the “tail” of exploitation. 
im his talk at an Enlarged Working Conference of 7,000 people held in 1962 
in bis talks with foreign guests in 1963, Comrade Mao Zedong also un- 
vocally said that there were only “remnants” of the capitalist class. 
| September 1966, “fixed interests” as the last link between the former 
italists and the system of exploitation was severed. This was how the 
iting classes were abolished in our socialist society. 


t moot be denied that atter the abolition of the exploiting classes, 

re are still their remnants in the society. Does the presence of these 
remnants mean the continued existence of the exploiting classes’ The 

wer is negative. These people can no longer form an exploit ing social 
,roup as the owners of the means of production, and there is no longer a 

mdation or any substance for the exploiting classes. They can only 
onstitute a vestige of the former exploiting classes. Some of these 
poople may want to continue their resistance and disruption against the 
wectoiist revolution and socialist construction, and it would be a mistake 
to treat them Lightly instead of fighting and suppre ing them. However, 


there is no basis tor overestimating the importance ©' these remnant forces, 
vecause their power to resist is far less than what was provided them by 
the means of production in their possession at the time wonen they held 


political power and dominated the ideological tield. Furthermore, the 
‘resent conditions in our country and in the world as well as our party 
icles are all different. For historical reasons, the capitalists of our 


mtry constitute a part of the Chinese people, and our government adopted 
a correct policy of buying them out. On the whole, therefore, the scope and 
intensity of any resistance by the remnants of the exploiting classes in our 


country should be far less and weaker then those in the Soviet Union at that 
time. In dealing with these people, our policy has always been to suppress 
the disturbances, to remold their iceology of exploitation, to give them a 
way out to earn their own Living, and to encourage them to transform them 
elves into working people living on the fruits of their own labor. In the 


rly period of land reform, we already stipulated that the landlords should 
work for 9 onsecutive years anc that the rich peasants shouid work for 3 
onsecutive years after stopping exploitetion before they might acquire the 
‘tatus of peasants. PVractice has proved the achievements of many correct 
policies adopted by our party. And how have the remants of the tormer 
exploiting classes been transformed after 2 or 3 decade :" struggle and educa- 


tion? Generally speaking, some of them have died of old age, while others 
have become senile. <Amone the 22 four-category elements whose labels have 


con recently removed, their average age was /2. Those who are still capable 








of working or sabotaging now form only a very tiny portion of the criminals 
in society, while the vast majority of them have for a long time abided by 
government laws, and, instead of perpetrating any evil deeds, have worked 
honestly and thus been t-ansformed into working people earning their own 
living in a socialist scciety. 


The eaploiting classes have been abolished. They can no longer exist in 
our country, and most of the remnants of these classes have been transformed. 
Why cannot we open our eyes and face facts? We must not be scared by the 
fictitious assessments and bombastic talks about the exploiting classes or 
allow them to interfere with our correct line and policies. Furthermore, 
this is the result of long struggles carried out by our party, our cadres 

and our people as well as a triumph to our party policies. Now that history 
is offering us the fruits of our efforts, there is nc reason why we should 
not stretch out our hands to accept them. 


If the former exploiting classes have disappeared, have the new exploiting 
classes emerged, or can they emerge in our society? Some people are still 
concerned about this. It is true that a very tiny number of counterrevolu- 
tionaries, criminals and exploiters have appeared in our society; but can 
they form a new exploiting class? As everybody knows, “counterrevolut ionaries," 
“criminals” and exploiters are not all the same, and they cannot combine to 
form a counterrevolutionary group, a group of holligans or a group of 
grafters and embezzlers. Anyway, under the socialist system, thev have not 
formed, and cannot form, a large social group in firm control of the means 
of production for exploitation within the production system. Individual 
new exploiters and groups of them may surreptiously own some means of pro- 
duction with which, for instance, they may operate an underground factory. 
However, it will be prescribed as soon as discovered. There can never be 
a system of ownership by landlords or capitalists "in most cases fixed and 
formulated in laws” as Lenin said. It is only this system of private owner- 
ship of the means of production which can form the foundation of new exploiting 
lasses. It is true that for the same reason, a tiny number of party members 
may degenerate into counterrevolutionaries, criminals or new exploiters; and 
iuat the type of antiparty clique reoresenting the reactionary forces of the 
decadent expioiting classes--a clique like that of Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four"--may also appear. However, they have never formed the so-called 
“bourgeoisie within the party.” In our society, the forming of a new 
exploiting class must be preceded by the destruction of the socialist system. 
\s long as we firmly adhere to the socialist economic system of public 
tnership of the means of production and the proletarian political system, 
t formation of a new intergal exploiting class on a nationwide scale is 
‘possible. It is true that ours is still an under-developed socialist 
untry; that our present productive forces are still weak; that we are 
Lill far from able to eliminate classes entirely; and that the political 
ind ideological influences of the exploiting classes as well as the influence 
‘f international capitalism stiil exist in our country. Therefore, it is 
still impossible for us to rule out the emergence of new exploiting classes. 
But the issue is that since the dictatorship of the proletariat has been 
able to eliminate the system of exploitation which had been in existence for 








the.sands o? years: to transform the system of small production; and to 
establish a socialist system with its deep roots among the masses, it can 
“ertainly safeguard this socialist system and prevent the birth of new 


exploiting C.4a8ses. 


Class Strugg'e Against the Remnant Forces Will Remain in Our Country fos 


j ; on 
; iti ;ie 


wes the disappearance of the exploiting classes mean the dying out of class 
struggle’ The answer is negative. The disappearance of the exploiting 

lasses means the disappearance of any social group which owns the means of 
production and can appropriate the labor of another group. But the exploiting 


lasses have had a history of thousands of years in our country, and since 
their appeararce on a certain economic foundation, political and other 
deological concepts have been formed to protect their class interests. 


nese concepts have become relatively independent and, instead of dissipating 
jlong with the disappearance of the exploiting classes, they remain in the 
mings of tne unretormed exploiters as a resistant and destructive force. 


‘ ise of the long duration of their influence, they have in varying degrees 
infiltrated into the working people's thinking, understanding and force of 
it. der rtain conditions and in collaboration with various other 


clLOrs, som new counterrevolutionaries, criminals and new exploiters will 
ippear to torm a resistant and destructive contingent against the new society. 


we fail to develop the social productive forces to the extent that 
in be mpletely abolished, the political and ideological concepts 
‘iting classes will have their field of activities and there will 
mor conditions for the appearance of new exploiters and criminals. 
re'ore, atter the abolition of the exploiting classes, our struggle with 
t wnaces of these concepts and the resultant reactionary forces still 
ectively exists. This is an inevitable trend. Aithough thi vpe of 
Fr is apparently different from the confrontation and combat between 
ISS is they were in the past, it is nevertheless 4a continuation of the 
Te nfrontation and combat, just as the branch of a mountain range, thoug! 
t : the hi t peak or forming the main body, is nevertheless an 
the same range. This type of struggle therefore can be called 
tru ié i] t the remnant torces. 
ei t i] in estat } iss struprise iainst the remnant 
res 
rst. there ire in ir ountr tiil ounterrevolutionaries, enemy agents 
ind various type f criminal! ind degenerated elements who seriously under- 
T ' rder: there in Lj rafter ind embezzlers, and new exploiters 
ed ecu i pr cring. Can our struggle with these counter- 
revotut "aris j rit I is iat } la tr mele? Since these <¢ riminal 
tivities, except for rtain special reasons. are mostly influenced by the 
lit mod ide epts of the exploitine classes, or are caused 
t rw rane T rian orpses the « ploitin i ‘ in a he. waety 
ind amone th labori people. our struggle with them ould be viewed as a 
las ? Lé igainct the fre nt rcees. 





Secondly, certain remnants of the “gang of four” and a tiny number of un- 
reformed lancloids, rich peasants and the remants of che former exploiting 
‘lasses may still cling co their reactionary stand and carry out santisocialist 
political and economic activities. The proletariat and the brow masses of 
mople should certainly and resolutely struggle with them, suppress their 
resistance, punish them tor their subversive activities and supervise the 
remolding of their reactionary ideas. 

Thirdly, class struggle invariably has som international characteristics as 
shown by the coc rdination between class struggles at home and abroad. The 
reactionary bourgeoisie and the reactionaries abroad can exert their in- 
fluences through various channels in plotting, sabotage and infiltration. 
Along with the expansion of international contacts, bourgeois decadent ideas 
and modes of living will inevitably corrode those who lack a strong will. 

ae need not close our door for fear of the consequences, but we must also 
moet fail te combat them. Therefore, we have to strengthen the political 

ind ideological work and apply legal sanctions against those who betray the 


nation or > il out state secrets. 


Fourthly, bourgeois and feudal ideology will continue to influence the 
people for a long time. Autocracy, bureaucracy, the desire for special 


privileges, the patriarch styl. of work, anarchism, conservatism, the love 
« and abhorrence of toil, and extravagance and wastes are all playing 
have in some people's minds. The proletariat, therefore, should conduct 


widespread, meticulous and prolonged struggles against the influence of 
the political and ideological concepts of the exploiting classes in the 
Tt al # ; ideo li gY « 


li these types of class struggle as mentioned above, though directed against 
ts of explo ting classes, are nevertheless real struggles, and 
imme. be taken Lightly. The effects of the exploiting classes ilone on 
the ple will cause obstructions in varying degrees to the cause of our 
i ist modernization. \ithough the subversive elements who are against 
ind the people constitute only a very tiny portion of our total 
pupulat , their capability is tar greater than their number and the damages 
caused by their subvers.on have been quite severe. [In certain periods, they 
an ll take advantage of our difficulties or some historical and social 
probi left behind by the “gang of four” or use their pernicious influence 


a oretext to stir up troubles. Therefore, we must never relax our class 
trugzle against chem, and must never allow the dictatorship of the pro- 


iriat to be weakened. therwise, the political situation of stability 
itv will be impatred and the four modernizations will fail to make any 

ws 

lass strugei gains: the remnant forces, as a historical phase ard process, 
joes oot ioply the impending end, or the dying out, of class struggle itseel!. 
ye ideology of the exploiting classes, which has occupied the dominatin 
position in history for a very iong period, must have widest »read and deep- 
going evil inf iuence mong people. Then how can we completely eliminate 
the tench oO their rotting corpses within a few decades or even a century? 
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never oeen a contiaual tension and far less growing intensity. If we fail 
to note this poinc, we shall be committing the error of “leftism." 


aill our recognition of the class struggle against the remnant forces and 
ot the characteristics lead to a relaxation of our vigilance and struggle 
igainst the dangers of capitalist restoration? It must be admitted that a 
tiny number of surviving exploiters, who are still clinging to their re- 
ictionary stand, and the remnants of the "gang of four" and other hostile 
elements, are actually hoping for feudal and capitalist restorations, and 
that under certain conditions, they may possible combine to form a reactionary 
political force which may for a while run wild. Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" were the general representatives of such a force, and we must not 
take this matter lightly. However, it must be noted that when “the feudal 
ind capitalist systems of exploitation have been abolished and the system of 
small-scale production has been transformed and the socialist system, having 
undergone rigorous tests, has finally become firmly established," (Comrade 
Hua Guoteng's “Report on the Work of the Government") restoration in China 
has no popular support and can hardly be accomplished. Lin Biao and the 
“sang of four" did their utmost and spent a leng time trying to restore the 
feudal-fascist rule in China; yet all their efforts were oniy like the re- 
fulgence of the setting sun for the remnant forces of the exploiting classes. 
The result was their own ruin. It is, however, noteworthy that the activities 
f Lin Biac and the “gang of four" were carried out amid the outcries of a 
lass struggle magnified 100 times against the dangers of restoration. 
‘ielding the clubs of “class struggle" and “opposing restoration,” they 
erthrew and brutally attacked the revolutionary cadres and people at will 


is “class enemies” in order to pave the way for their restoration. They 
eri ly confused the two different types of contradictions, artificially 
reated “enemies,” and weakened the people's power, including their power 


.d socialism. They regarded class struggle as the principal contradic- 
on in the society “at all times” and thus brought grave disasters to 
ialist construction in addition to damages to the foundation of the 


torship of the proletariat and to the great faith of the broad masses 
n ialism. Were all these intended for the prevention of restoration? 
No. lite the contrary, they greatly increased the real dangers 9f restora- 


be Thus we can see that the prevention of restoration cannot be successful 
through a magnified class struggle. We can remain invincible only when we 
realize that the class struggle is directed against the remnant forces and 
ike the appropriate measures. 


reat Change in the Task of the Proiletarian Political Power 
« comrades have asked: Since the exploiting classes have disappeared and 


a class struggle with their remnant forces remain, has the dictatorship 
ot the proletariat reached a moribund stage? In fact, it has not. 


jictatorship of the proletariat is a torm of government during the transition 
(rom capitalism to communism, and will reamin until the transition has been 
‘ompleted. The historical mission of the dictatorship of the proletariat 

is to build socialism and to realize communism. Until these objectives have 

















been attained, dictatorship of this kind cannot be considered superfluous 
iowever, the structure and tasks of the government under the cictatorship 
ol the proletariat cannot remain completely unchanged from the day of its 
birth to the day of its withering away. On the contrary, it must develop 
and change along with the development in class struggles and the economic 
base. In the face of the task of destroying the exploiting classes from 
the time of Liberation to 1956, we used dictatorship of the proletariat 
as a lever to launch large-scale revolutionary movements, to systematically 
take over the means of production, and to set up the system of socialist 
public ownership. Along with the gradual disappearance of the exploiting 
classes, the basic task tor the government under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat “has changed from the liberation of productive forces to the 
protection and development of productive forces under new relations ot 
production.” Today, after smashing the “gang of four," we are in an even 








































wre ivorable position to accomplish this sacred mission. This change of 
the task for the dictatorship of the proletariat is a natural outcome of 
t triumphant advancement of the socialist cause. It was through this 

e that dictatorship of the proletariat itself has been abie to exist, 
deveiop and retain its full vitality. 
is “the protection and development of productive forces" a function of the 
iictat irship of the proletariat, OF simply an unnecessary job \ccording 
to Lin Biao and the “gang of four” who constantly trumpeted that “political 


. ‘ ° * " " ‘ 
power means the power of suppression,’ this could only be a job tor the 


y ’ 
Otticious people. However, we must not forget Lenin's instruction. In 





rticle "Ty e immediate Tasks of the Soviet Governme Es” Lenin said: 
in every socialist revolution, after the proletariat is solved the problem 
L capture ot wer, and to the extent that Che KX Of expropriating 
e expropriators and suppressing thetr resistance been carried out in 


the main, there necessarily comes to the forefront the fundamental task of 


reating a svcial system superior to capitalism, namely, raising the pro- 


luctivity of labor, and in this connection (and for this purpose) securing 


better organization of labor.” ("Selected Wor f Lenin,” Vol 3, p 509) 
reans that along with the changes in the revolutionary course, the 
roletarian government should regard “the protection and development of 
roductive itorces " as it pasli task, wnd this is an nshirkable responsibility. 
However, according to the " that “polit ical power means the power oft 
ippression,” the dictatorship of the proletariat should come to its natural 
end as oon as the expi fitine clas $s disappear, eccause if the dictatorship 
of the proletariat still has * t oreserved and upheld, it will be necessary 
to create Large "exploiting Ci ses" to be suppressed in discharging an 
unfinished duty. If this typ. f “suppression” should continue until 900 
illicn peopie have been completely "“suppress¢ ae in behind only . 
bleak ilderness, it would still be impossible to build a communist society 
as atl ult oO this “suppre Si ne nen whi sid some comrades stiil feel 
that the destruction of the exploiting classes will augur the end of the 
dictatorship of the roletariat? The only explanation is that the conventions 
set by Lin Biao are still fettering their minds. 
The function of the dictator ship of the proletariat ; twofold: to organize 
clalist economic construction and to protect it. But protection implies 
istance against -oreign invasions as well as the uppression of resist ince 
Y 








and subversion at nome. ic is quite obvious that the dictatorshi» of the 
proletariat implies suppression, but suppression is never its sole ‘unction, 
especially when che class struggle is directed only against the remnant 
torces. Suppression is then no longer its main function. The purpose of 
suppression ‘is to protect socialist construction and to protect the four 
modernizations at present and in future. 


we have now entered the stage of a class struggle against the remnant forces. 
As to the way for the dictatorship of the proletariat to exercise its function 
ot suppression, we must consider its characteristics and use extreme caution. 
Either tailure to suppress or indiscriminate suppression would be against 
the objective realities of class struggles as well as the wish of the broad 
masses. It is necessary to strictly distinguish between the two different 
types of contradictions. First, among the people, not all contradictions 
have the characteristics of class struggles, because some of them are 
simply the questions of correctness and incorrectness or of progress and 
backwardness. These questions should not be as a rule "raised to the plane 
of principle and line-struggle” in order for the contradictions to be in- 
tensitied. We must not give rise to fantastic suspicions about class 
enemies being everywhere in an ubiquitous class struggle at the very mention 
of upholding proletarian dictatorship or class struggle. Secondly, dictator- 
ship and suppression are not necessarily the only means to resolve contradic- 
tions even though they may have the characteristics of a class struggle. 
The majority of them come under the category of contradictions among the 
people, and should be resolved by democratic means. Only a minority of 
them can come under the category of contradictions between the enemy and 
ourselves calling for suppression or dictatorship. Here, the key lies in 
the ditferentiation between revolutionaries and counterrevolutionaries and 
between the guilty and the not-guilty. We have talked of correctly dif- 
ferentiating the two types of contradictions for more than 20 years, but 
while constantly talking of "differentiating," we always "confused" them 

in practice. Historical experiences have told us that in order to correctly 
litierentiate these two types of contradictions, we can only rely on laws 

i cans of reflecting the people's interests and will. Now that criminal 
laws and the laws of criminal procedure have been formulated and promulgated, 
our duty s to use law as the criterion in performing our duty. We should 
resolutely protect those who should be protected and punish those who should 
be punished. Thirdly, contradictions among the people, no matter whether or 
not they have the characteristics of a class struggle, should be properly 
vandled under due guidance. Therefore, we must have a sound socialist legal 

tem (including civil laws, marriage laws, labor laws, various economic 

'.43 and regulations, and so forth) and coordinate it with discipline, rules 
ad regulations, moral education, and ideological and political work in 

,uer that there will be an exemplary code of behavior to guide the people 
ind to help them work together in harmony besides regulating one another. 
both types of contradictions should be resolved in strict accordance with 
the socialist legal system. If there is a set of good regulations, it will 
be possible for us to do even better in maintaining stability and unity, a 
lively political situation and a healthy social environment, and to avoid any 
hindrance or confusion to the socialist modernization for a long time. There 
is no doubt that this is the people's supreme interest and what they have 
long hoped for. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


NATURE OF CLASS STRUGGLE CLARIFIED 
Shanghai XUE YUE KAN [Academic Monthly] in Chinese No 3, Mar 79 pp 26-29, 52 


{Article by Wu Daying [0702 1129 5391] and Liu Han [0491 3466]: "The 
Theory and Practice of Class Struggle--To Clear the Confusion Created by 
the 'Cang of Four' in the Question of Class Struggle"] 


[Text] One of the most effective slogans used by Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four" in the past 10 years or more is "class struggle." If you are 
carrying out "class struggle," factories can stop work, schools can suspend 
classes, of foodstuffs, “it doesn't matter if not a single grain is harvested," 
“several tens of thousands of people can even engage in armed struggle," and 
if a few score people are killed, “it is not worth mentioning." They accused 
all comrades pursuing production and construction, science and technology 

or cultural education with following the "theory of the dying out of 

class struggle," the "theory that only productive force is important,” and 
following the “road of bourgeois specialization." They pasted the label 
"class struggle" on almost every problem that appeared in the area of our 
social life, they "lefted" to an extraordinary degree, and they "“revolutioned" 
us to death, I1f class scruggie is really “higher than everything, bigger 

than everything, more important than everything, and prior to everything,” our 
resources can be struggled away to nothing, 800 million people can end in a 
common ruin, and still they must struggle! Struggle! Struggle! Its 
potential for disaster is intense, its harmfulness is great, exceeding the 
destruction of a great war, exceeding the losses from several serious 

natural calamities, and the whole country, top to bottom, male and female, 
young and old, having been personally affected by it, there is no need to 

g0 into details. 


Everyone knows that Lin Biao and the "gang of four" were essentially 
ultra-rightists, so why was it that the superficial form of their line and 
their methods was ultra-leftist? This requires that we take a brief look 
at history. 


We're not talking of ancient history, but the conditions in the 17 years 
before the cultural revolution, From the five great movements of the initial 
period of the founding of the state to the socialist transformation of the 
ownership of the means of production, and on the political and ideological 
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front, from the socialist revolution to the Lushan conference in 1959, as 
well as the socialist education movement of the first half of 1960, they all 
criticized and opposed rightist tendencies. Originally, erroneous lines 

were contrasted with the correct line, but then we frequently came to 
consicer the more left-leaning line the correct one, and saw the cight-leaning 
line 2s an error; erroneous lines should include both rightist errors and 
"leftist" errors, but we fixed our gaze only on the rightist errors, losing 
signt of the objective existence of “leftist" errors, A struggle on two 
fronts became a struggle on one front. Sometimes, under some circumstances, 
a rightist hat is forced onto something that is correct, just to criticise it, 
and scmetimes even a “leftist" tendency is criticized as a rightist tendency, 
making a “leftist™ error even more "leftist." It was almost as if, having 
entered the period of socialist revolution and socialist construction, there 
was no longer any problem with "left." In fact, looking at it in retrospect, 
although the “leftist" tendencies since the liberation have never been 
adopted as a line, they have done great harm to our country's economy and 
politics. Although all of these "leftist" tendencies were corrected under 
the guidance of comrade Mao Zedong and the Party Central Committee, there 
was no summarization, the necessary lessons were not drawn from the exper- 
ience, and there was no publicization among the cadre or the masses to get 
everyone to regard them seriously. This was the domestic situation. 


internationally, because a revisionist line was promoted by the Khrushchev 
renegade clique, causing a restoration of the old order and a retrogression 
the first socialist nation, the birthplace of Leninism, the whole inter- 
national communist movement suffered a setback, and this painful fact made 
people choroughly timid about rightist things. Such concern is perfectly 
natural tor someone in the Communist Party, and it should be added that at 
oresent and for a long time in the future, we must remain vigilant against 


revisionism, as a strategic viewpoint for controlling political power by 
Marxist party, for it would be perilous co forget this strategic view- 
int. Je put our efforts to this before the cultural revolution, and it 





the prime mover behind the cultural revolution, It could be said that 
have repeatedly criticized rightist things and find them intolerable, and 
vig.lance with regard to rightist things is relatively high. 


der these circumstances, if Lin Biao and the “gang of four" had appeared 
in 4 torm commensurate with their right extremist nature. they would have 


been criticized immediately, but if they adopted a "leftist" form, they could 
ise “revolution” as a cover for their counterrevolution, and it was not 
ea y for people to become aware of them. In this way, they put on their 


tist" clothes and pushed them to the extremes of "leftism." 


don’t want to criticize the revisionist line? Fine! I'll criticize 
re resolutely and thoroughly than any of you: This line is dark and wide 


1d long, and it has been allowed to occupy a ruling position on all fronts, 
tctories, tarms, commerical enterprises, schools, the military, the 
vernment, and the party, from the center to the local areas, "the bourgeoisie 
is dictating to the proletarian government," the 17 years prior to the 
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culcural revolution should be completely repudiated, and sccialist China 
is not even as good as capitalist countries, 


You dcn't want to make revolution or rebel? Good! I'll incite you to 

armed conflict, “total civil war," beating, smashing, looting, and confisca- 
tion, and arbitrary trampling on the socialist democracy and system of laws, 
all ir accordance with law. 


You den't want to criticize either the Confucianists or the legalists? 
Okay! I'll raise a struggle between the Confucianists and the legalists 
that will persist to the present, will penetrate into the party, for “there 
ire als. Confucianists in the party,” weed out the “big Confucianists” in 
the party, and let us modern legalists take our place on the throne. 


You don't want to strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat? All 
right! I'll bring an “overall dictatorship” to control your enemies and 
people, to control economic questions, political questions, and questions 
of ideology and culture, to exercise dictatorship over everything. 


You don't want to continue the revolution? Very well! I'll find you targets 
for a continuing revolution, for the old cadres are the democratic clique, 
the democratic clique are the capitalist roaders, they are the “bourgeoisie 
within the party,” the most dangerous of enemies, and should be uniformly 
struck down, “shoot the bunch,” 


fou den't want to restore the monarchy? Good! I tell you, the socialist 
economic syscem is a capitalist economic system, “bourgeois right" is the 
econoric foundation for the generation of a new bourgeoisie. Whoever labors 
to produce is only making wedding clothes for capitalism. 


And so on. 


from the superstructure to the economic foundations, they adopted the most 
revolutionary ultra-"leftist™ methods, placing their spear-point at the throat 
ot the proletariat and creating an unprecedented catastrophe for the country. 
\nd all of this was carried on in the name of class struggle. ‘This is a 
shameless distortion and misrepresentation of Marxist theory with regard 


to classes and class struggle in the socialist historical period, 


Marxism, Leninism, and Mao Zedong Thought all consider that classes and 
class struggle still persist during the specific period of the socialist 
society. This is revealed in: 


1. The landlords and bourgeoisie who have been overthrown will continue 

to exist for a certain period, They still have a certain amount of strength 
in political, economic, ideological, and cultural areas. They are certainly 
not resigned to their defeat, and watch for a chance to restore their rule. 
However, with the basic completion of the socialist transformation of the 
system of ownership of the means of production, and after several years of 
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political and iceological education, the five bad elements we often speak 
of, landlords, rich peasants, < o%unterrevolutionaries, bad elements, anc 
rightists, have undergone a great change. The rightists were a historical 
phenorenon and no longer exist. Most landlords and rich peasants have 
alreacy become self-supporting laborers, and although there are some bad 
individuals, they no longer exist as a class. There is still an extremely 
small number of counterrevolutionary elements and criminal elements 

who are antagonistic to and destructive of socialist modernization, and we 
cannot relax class warfare against them and musc not weaken the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. 

2. The vestiges of capitalism, especially its ideological effects, still 
survive; sma.l-scale production, particularly its force of habits, still 
survives; the vestiges of private ownership cannot be wiped out in a short 
period ot time, and this is a hotbed for breeding new bourgeois elements. 
New bourgeois elements could also link up with the few counterrevolutionarics 
ind bad elements for a savage attack on socialism. 


3. Social imperialism and imperialism seek opportunities in a thousand and 
me ways to incite armed intervention and carry out peaceful disintegration 
ot socialist countries, The international class struggle is unavoidably 
expressed domestically in socialist countries, and these are the external 
onditions of the existence of class struggle in socialist society. 


\ll of these show that the proletariat must persist in class struggle to 

prevent the degeneration of the socialist country. Therefore, the question 
is not whether we should carry on class struggle, but rather how we should 
onsider class struggle and how it should be carried on. 


Looking at the conditions in our own country, the war of liberation completely 
eliminated gun-carrying enemies, and expropriated bureaucratic capital; 
fter the founding of the country, through bandid suppression, actions 
gainst despots, and the suppression of counterrevolutionaries, we exterm- 
inated large numbers of Nationalist Guomintang remnants, local bandidts, 
ar. other counterrevolutionary elements; the land reform movement eliminated 
teudal exploitation and suppressed those despotic landlords, reactionary 
'andlords, and reactionary rich peasants; the “three antis” and "five antis” 
movements resolutely attacked the capitalists of all the "five poisonous" 
types; in 1956 we carried out a socialist transformation of agriculture, 
handicraft industries, and capitalist commerce. After the five great 
movements and three great transformations, comrade Mao Zedong correctly 
ated out: “The present situation with regard to counterrevolutionaries 
1 be described in these words: There still are counterrevolutionaries, but 
* many."! The circumscances of the overall class struggle are that “the 
irge-scale turbulent class strugglis of the masses characteristic of times 
ot revolution have in the main come to an end, but there are still remnants 
the overthrown Landlord and compradore classes, there is still a 


1. Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol 5, p 378 
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bourgeoisie, and the remoulding of the petty bourgeoisie has only just 
started, Class struggle is by no means over."“ Under these circumstances, 
it would be an error to assume that class has been completely eliminated 

and therefore there is no more class struggle, and the historical experience 
ot the Soviet Union has already proved that this can incur some serious 
results. However, if we assume that there are still a great many counter- 
revolutionaries and that the reactionary classes are still very strong poli- 
tically, economically, and ideologically, the class struggle will get more 
and more intense, artificially making the scale of class struggle greater 
and greater, more and more orbulent, and more intense, and this is also an 
extremist error, and can similarly create devastating catastrophe for the 
proletariat, 


there is nothing about class struggle itself that can be called good or 

bad, but what must be principally considered is which class initiated it”: 
What is its basis? What is its objective? If it has no basis, if it is not 
a class struggle carried out to remove obstacles to the development of pro- 
ductive force, it must fail. From 1949 to 1956, we carried on a series of 
large-scale nationwide class struggles, and these struggles were entirely 
ippropriate to the development needs of the society, and their objective 

was clear, to advance the liberation of productive force, so production not 
only did not decrease, but developed rapidly. From 1966 to 19/76, the situa- 
tion was completely different. Lin Biao and the “gang of four" took contrary 
action, violating the objective law of social development, anc the class 
Struggle they carried out became an obstacle to the development of production 
and a destructive force, This proves that class struggle is not always ad- 
anced and revolutionary. Its progressive nature and revolutionary nature is 
‘rincipal!ly manifested in the course of seizure of political power by the 
proletariat by the overthrow of the reactionary rule of the explciting 
classes, making the proletariat the ruling ciass, striving for democracy and 
the liberation of productive force; after the establishment of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, it is principally manifested in its application as 

i method to gradually eliminate the exploiting ciasses, advance the Liberation 
of productive force, develop productive force, establish socialism, improve 
the material and cultural lives of the people, and realize the principle of 
"from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs," which 
is our basic objective and the consistent position of Marxism, Aside from 
this, revolution for the sake of revolution and struggle for the sake of 
struggle, inexhaustible struggle, makes class struggle reactionary, a thing 
of only destructive function, and this is resolutely rejected by Marxists. 





We bagan economic construction back when our party had a revolutionary base 
area to solve thepressing livelihood problems ot the people, but it suffered 
many limitations and economic construction could not possible be our central 
task. On the eve ot the founding of the country, at the Second Pienary Session 
of the Central Committee of the CCP Seventh Congress, comrade Mao Zedong 
pointed out that the core of the whole party's work must be moved from the 


2. Ibid. p 389 
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countryside into the cities and transferred to economic construction as the 
central task. ‘the general line for the t-ansitional pe’ iod, proposed in 
1953, first called for the socialist industrialization of the country and the 
simultaneous socialist transformation of the ownership system, In 1958 the 
general line proposed was “rouse all our energies, make serious efforts to 
advance, and build socialist more, better, faster, and cheaper.” In the 
period after this, some complications developed in economic construction, 
separating us from the central task of economic construction because we 
lacked experience and did not have full grasp of objective economic laws, 
and lapses and errors occurred in our guidance, Later we proposed the 
eight-character schene, “adjust, consolidate, perfect, improve,” and there 
was a rapid recovery and a great deal of development of the whole national 
econory. In 1966 the national economy exceeded the best level it had 
achieved historically. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, it was 
disturbed and destroyed by Lin Biao and tne “gang of four." In 1975, when 
comrade Deng Xiaoping was chairing the work of the Central Committee, most 
of the comrades on the Central Committee resolutely carried out comrade 
Mao Zedong's directive to “work up the national economy," and the national 
econony came back up again, In 1976, the “gang of four” again counterattacked 
with a leftist reversal of verdict, promoted a counterrevolutionary political 
program, “catch the capitalist roaders on every level," and were wildly 
destructive, b (tnging the national economy almost to the edge of collapse. 
Historical facts repeatedly prove: When we handle class struggle correctly, 
in ics relationship with production struggle and scientific research, making 
the three great revolutionary movements, and take production struggle as 
the core, the national economy improves and develops, and otherwise it will 
deteriorate and retrogress. Therefore, we cannot consider class struggle to 
something higher than production struggle, nor can we consider class 
Struggle to be something more basic. Class struggle is only a specific 
vienomenon during a particular stage of development of human history. If 
Lnere are human beings, then there is production, and production determines 
the development of history, it is the ultimate moving force os historical 
develcoment. The existence of classes, with regard to the whole human 
history, occupies a relatively short period. If you consider class struggle 
to. be the ultimate moving force of historical development, a thing higher 
then production, then what is the moving force of development during that 
jong buman history before the development of classes, and in that even 
longer period after classes are eliminated? Can it be said that there is no 
moving force for those times? 


i. mn Biao and the “gang of four" added the words, "from beginning to end" 
“existing classes and class struggle," thus distorting the correct topic 
to a preposterous topic. Lenin said: “Socialism eliminates class."3 
mn these two are placed together, they contradict one ancther, and the 


nly possible conclusion is: Socialism, from beginning to end, is not 
sertation, 


fhe proletariat's substitution of socialism for capitalism is to enable 
eroductive force to develop faster than under capitalism, and ir this way 
the elimination of classes can be accelerated, to create the necessary 


: 
‘* 


"Lenin's Complete Works," Vol 30, p 94 
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Prerequisites fo: the realizacion of communism. Lin Biao aad the "gang of 
four” believed tiat class struggle must get more and more intense, that the 
more class enemies you eliminate, the more there are, so they wanted 

people to keep tee bowstring of class struggle drawm tight, “bear class struggle 
in mind constantly,” but in fact they did not really want to struggle against 
a tew unreconstructed landlords, bourgeoisie, counterrevolutionary elements, 
or criminal elements, they wanted to struggle against workers, peasants, 

and intellectuals, and especially, they wanted to struggle against the old 
cadres of our party. Not only did they want to deny communism, they also 
wanted to deny socialism and the democratic revolution and to retrogress to 
a restoration of the monarchy. 


what useful enlightenment can we derive from this performance by Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four” with regard to the class struggle question? 


First, we must recognize soberly and accurately the characcer of class 
struggie in a specific phase of socialism. It is the struggle of the pro- 
jetariat against the bourgeoisie and all exploiters. If someone assumes 

a target ot class struggle other than these, we should analyze it further, 
and it it involves a theoretical error, leading to a deviation in practice, 
we should criticize, educate, and correct it. if, from ulterior motives, 
they take triends as enemies and enemies as friends, by passing the true 
objectives of class struggle to struggle against the proletariat and the old 
cadres, then they are counterrevolutionary careerists and conspirators like 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four.” With regard to this kind of person, no 
matter how high his position, or how great his power, the proletariat and 
the revolutionary people should dare to unhorse them without fear of being 
cut to pieces. Otherwise million of p ople's heads wiil roll on the ground, 


vecond, we must recognize soberly and accurately the content of class 
Struggle. It includes “economic struggle, political struggle, and theoretical 
struggle."4 Under conditions of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
attacks on graft and embezzlement, speculation and protiteering, and ex- 
ploitation of labor all come under economic struggle; suppression of all 
traitorous and counterrevolutionary activities, punishing traitors and 
counterrevolutionary elements, and pu.ishing new bourgeois elements and 
other bad elements, this is political struggle; exposing and criticizing 
modern revisionism, exposing and criticizing the Lin Biao, “gang of four" 
counterrevolucionary clique is political struggle and it is also theoretical 
strugele. If, like Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” we vulgarize class 
struggle, sticking up “class struggle” labels everywhere, indiscriminate 
struggle wili certainly become general, causing fighting among the pro- 
letariat and revolutionary masses, who will suffer greatly from it while 
real class enemies will not feel a bit of the power of class struggle, but 
will stay on the sideiines clapping their hands and cheering. 


Finally, there is a question of the form of class struggle. The highest 
forms o! clases struggle are adopted in the seizure of political power by 


/ 


4, “Lenin's Complete Works" Vol 34, p 361 
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the proletariat and the large-scale turbulent class struggles of the masses: 
armed struggle and dependence on direct action by the masses. Afcer this 
kind of class struggle is completed, the few surviving counterrevolutionary 
elements and criminal elements hostile to and destructive of our country's 
sociajist modernization “should be dealt with according to a policy that 
strictly discriminates between and correctly handles the two different 
characters of contradiction, according to procedures dictated by the law and 
the constitution, and it is not permitted to blur the distinction between 
the two different characters of contradiction, nor is it permitted to 
damage the unified and stable political situation required for socialist 
moderrization."2 That is to say that we must develop the functioa of organs 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, coordinate the work of special organs 
with the mass line, and work according to law, no longer able to employ direct 
action by the masses; as Lenin said, we must make it have a legal basis, and 
we must not fail to comply with the law; we must give weight to evidence, 
and to investigation and study, and may not ignore the statement of the accused; 
we Must carry out struggle by argument and reasoning, depending on the power 
of policy and law, really overcoming enemies politically and ideologically, 
and we cannot adopt physical armed sturggle or extortion of confessions. As 
tor most contradictions among the people and within the party, we should 
adopt a “unify--criticize--unify" method, present the facts and reason 
things out andpersuade people, not arbitrarily raise the question of principle 
or line or Lllegaiiv adopt hostile methods or even indiscriminate actions 
that are not permitted even when dealing with enemies. When any kind of 
problem arises within the party or among the people, the probiems will be 
solved, trom beginning to end, according to the original appearance of 
the matter; we must rot mechanically, or as a matter of form, tag contradic- 
tions within the party or among the people as “class struggle” or “struggle 
of lines.” At certain times, with regard to certain problems, class 

(rugeyle or struggle ot lines can be used to accurately represent the 
original appearance of a matter; but if this is abused and contrarily ob- 
scures the original appearance of a matter, departing from the original 

ppearance, then {t creates a great loss for the party. We must be practi- 

1) and realistic, we cannot exaggerate just to frighten people. If there 


ire problems of large scope, their solution is of large scope, and if there 
i problems involving one or a few people, the handling will involve this 
ome or these tew persons; a problem of a certain scope must not be viewed 
is of national character. If a problem involving one or a few people is 
viewed as having a general character, we must not artifically expand the 
‘cope of class struggle, and we must not subjectively and arbitrarily make 


ss enemies of one comrade or a few comrades in the absence of meticulous 
estiyation and study and without going through legally prescribed pro- 
lures. To do this might seem very revolutionary on the surface, but in 

t it destroys the revolution, and should be steadfastly avoided, 


». Report of the Third Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the 


hinese Communist Party llth Congress, 
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CSO: 4005 


15 














PARTY AND STATE 


PART: MEMBERS URGED TO BE MODELS AMONG THE MASSES 
Rei jing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 27 Jul 79 pp 1, 4 


|[Commentator’'s article: “Party Members Should Play an Exemplary Role in 
Realizing the Four Modernizations’] 


[Text] The glorious goal of our country's four modernizations has already 
beer determined. The tasks of readjusting, restructuring, consolidating 
and improving our national economy as the first campaign on our new long 
march have already been set fortn. The broad masses of this municipality 
as well as the entire nation have just thrown themselves into this new 
battle with @ completely new attitude of solidarity and militancy. Their 
determination to sustain this great struggle persistently and forcefully 
intil complete victory, to strengthen the leadership of the party and 
“ring inte full play tne exemplary leading role of party members is of 
vital significance. 


The exemplary role of vanguards among the marcses tnat our party members 
accume ic determined by the very nature of the party and is a glorious 
tradi* ‘on consistently advocated and energetically upheld by our party, 
a tradition formed in the course of our protracted struggle. Historical 
‘perience has repeatedly proven that the strength of the party conrirts 
ky. Ot ‘orrect leadership, and also results from the fact that the millions 
party members nave taken deep root among the macses and formed flesn- 
andgd-tlood ties with the masses. Under the unified leaderchip of the marty, 
ard cue to the party members" playing a leading role by their own exampler, 
the party's Line, direction and policy, and the various appeals of the 
party. were very quickly transformed into conscious actions by t e broad 
mascec. Through the exemplary actions of party members the masses gaine4 
jeeper understanding of the party's greatness, glory and correctness, and 
will follow the party with much greater confidence In ali the many set- 
lefeats, our party not only never fell into decay, disintegra- 
tion or wac brought to collapre, but on the contrary was able to fight ali 
fficulties and come out victorious, proceeding from victory to victory, 
One of the fundamental reasons is that the exemplary role played by the 
party members engendered a formidable strength among the masrer. This old 
tradition is now being revived and forcefully emphasized, because at present 
our mation faces the great nistorical turning point of marching toward the 
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L our predececsors have not tnougnt 
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In our future path we sh courageously 
We snall dare to approacn 


f; we snall dare to go 


engage 
problems 
that 
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nave never been trod by our predecessors. By doing so we may take some 
risks, but since the four modernizations amount to embarking on a new 
long march, how can we altogether avoid risks? There are indeed some com- 


rades who are afraid to 
somewhere the books; 
flag." Whatever 
acral Tie to 
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errors. etc. 


These comrades probably 
iowever, this is not so 
onmni t pointed out: 
everything it 
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life will 
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be labelled righ’ 


undertakes only from 


deviate from anything that has been laid down 
they are afreid this would be chopping down 
been cized, they are afraid to try out 
"restorationist.” Whatever 
they are afraid to try, afraid to commit new 


tne 


Cr 
ss 


rr 


naw 


hink that their way does 
The Tnird Plenary Session 
"Any party, state or nation 
what it finds in 
way of thinking, will be 
andstill, and such a party and 
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of the Party Central 
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unable to advance, 
state will be 
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Is this not the ultimate danger? If a party menm- 
s thinking, he is bereft of life and vitality; he 


might be pushed by the masses or even become an opponent of the masses. 
‘a AC party member fulfill the role of vanguard fignter? 

1 part mber should be a model in promotin evga and unity. dsSta- 
ility and unity are tne indispensable prerequisit for the realization 
Four Modernizations. Since the smashing of the "gang of four,” 

lient situation of stability and unity has already been created. 
ot an easy matter to bring this about, and we should treasure it 
Party members should form a "stability and unity party.” Abso 
at othing Suld be said which might disturb our unity, and abso- 
t ' i be dor shich mignt disturb our unit:. We nust 
pnold the party spirit and oppose factionalism. We must firmly 
1 Ou ity, no matter from what corner of the land we come, and we 
t oppo tarianisr all times and in all matters, a party men- 
miy uphol principles of the party and in an exemplar 
‘ arry out the direction and policy of the party He must resolutely 
pp ameful act of using party principles as a means of oppor- 
rickery. Those party members who have suffered injustic ces and 
utions should magnanimously and forbearingly look ahead, willing 
4} th t majority, making it a special point to join up again 
o ha en oppo ts and nave been proven wrong by practical 
There are large numbers of veteran comrades in our party who 
r for the cause of tne people and done deeds of great merit. 
AY at are left to tnem, they should continue to contribute to 
odernizations, si tails making their good influences felt, 
experi PS a! engaging in exemplary actions for tne benefit 
wbility and unity. To. promote stability and unity, each individual 
party member must als ke tne initiative in studying the legal institu- 
3, propagandizing the legs institutions and implementing the legal 
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order to have party members effectively fulfill their ncaguenion as 
my lary models, the party organizations at all levels must energetically 


‘ergthen the ccnstructive ideological work of the party. they must con- 


ntly analyze the ideological condition of party members, study how to 
pthen the ideological education of party members and elevate this 
stion to an important position in the daily work schedule and reso- 
ely overcome the apathy in the party for party concerns. The in-depth 
ticism of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” must be continued and their 


- 


fil influences eliminated. Party members must be organized to study 


ientiously the fundamentals of the party, to conscientiously study 
party's direction and policy, to conscientiously study “Some Guiding 
iples for Political Life Inside the Party” worked out by the Central 


Commission for Inspecting Discipline Under the Party Central Committee. 
Party members must be regularly instructed on the general situation and 


Las 


’ 
. e 


Ko. Whatever documents and sentiments are to be first communicated 
party members must indeed be thus communicated, to increase their 
se ot responsibility and to provide the all-round prerequis ites for 


party members to be able to display their exemplary roles. The organ- 
izational life of the party must be tightened to fully display democracy 


within the party, and criticism and self-criticism must be practiced 
regu barley: Rewards and penalties must be clearly defined. We must have 


tne courage to praise progressive comrades and set them up as examples, 


+ 
‘ 


we must also have the courage to firmly upnold our principles, criti- 


ize bacxward comrades and struggle against any kind of unhealtny tendency. 


believe that if the party organizations at all levels work well and if 


~ 


broad masses of party members throughout the municipality will one 
furtner fulfill their exemplary roles under the guidance of the 


’ 
> 

+ 
+ 


e:ntral Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng and under the direction 


Third Plenary Session of the Central Committee, we will indeed be 


betler unite with and guide the broad masses, gai: victory in the 
ui tle of our struggle for the realization of the Four Moderniza- 


aid as a consequence more solidly and more effectively pusn forward 
structive work for the realization of the Four Modernization: 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PARTY SHOULD STEP UP PROPAGANDA WORK 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 12 Aug 79 pp l, 3 


[JIEFANG PTBAO commentator's article: "The Whole Party Should Pay 
Attention to and Step up Propaganda Work" (Excerpts) ] 


{Text] The spirit of the propaganda work conference of the Shanghai City 
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party is now being widely disseminated 
and carried out on all fronts. Specialists in many sectors and units have 
held cadre conferences or have conducted cadre study groups in order to 
continue to penetrate deeply into the study of the spirit of the Third 


Plenary Session of the llth Party Congress and the spirit of the second session 
of the Fifth National People's Congress as well as to proceed with discus- 
sions of the problem of standards of truth. Some sectors and units at the 
same time have begun the work of training cadres and are preparing to spread 
discussions of the problem of standards of truth to the base levels. Some 
sectors and units are on the one hand carrying on supplementary classes and 
on the other hand, on the basis of the spirit of the committec propaganda 
work conference, are further strengthening the leadership of the Party in 
propaganda work and are making comprehensive arrangements for various 

phases of propaganda and education work at various times in the future. In 
the course of the study and discussion, everyone agreed that this session of 
the propaganda work conference was a conference at which ideology and line 
were corrected, that it was a conference that strengthened the propaganda 
work of the Party and that it would inevitably have a good effect on and be 
of great significance in furthering liberation of ideology, strengthening the 
building of ideology by the Party, promoting changes in key points and 
furthering the Four Modernizations. 


Placing emphasis on doing propaganda work well by the entire Party has always 
been a superior tradition of our Party. Comrade Mao Tse-tung always payed 
attention to the propaganda work of the Party and personally took part in a 
great deal of revolutionary propaganda work. For ‘wre than half a century, 
both during the years of revolution and war and after we had entered into 

era of socialist reconstruction, propaganda work was put in first place each 
time the Party set new policies and each time new missions were proposed. 
Moreover, emphasis was placed on making this information known to every 
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family so that everyone would understand it. This was the case for the War 
Against Japan, the fight against Chiang, the land reform and the Resist 
America-Aid Korea campaign. It was also the case for the Three Great 
Transformations and for implementation of the line of socialist reconstruc- 
tion. Practice has repeatedly demonstrated that the function and power of 
propaganda work lie in the fact that it is the means whereby the Party can 
disseminate its programs, line and its general and snecific policies as well 
as its work missions and working methods most rapidly and most widely to the 
broad groups of cadres and masses. When propaganda work is done well, the 
minds of the cadres and masses and their efforts are concentrated on one 
thing and many matters are handled well. Even if a task is very difficult, 
they are are able to cooperate with one mind and strive to its completion. 
If this is not the case, then the opposite is true. At present, we are 
living in a period of great historical transformation and are facing a new 
new series of battles and new contradictions that will require us to adopt 
new general and specific policies. How can we transmit the significance of 
changing strategy to the entire Party and to all the people so that they 
will understand and grasp it? How can we make the great plan of the four 
modermizations penetrate everyone's minds so that everyone will be inspired 
by it? How can we truly unite the ideology of the broad cadres and masses 
in the spirit of the Third Plenum and of the second meeting of the Fifth 
People's Congress so that they will be of one mind about the four 
modernizations and so that they will concentrate their attention and energy 
on carrying out the four modernizations? Propaganda work is a glorious task 
that canrot be shirked. Any ideology that does not acknowledge the 
importance of propaganda work is incorrect. There are some leaders and 
cadres in the Party who believe that this work can be done merely by holding 
meetings, putting out documents and issuing orders and there are some 
leaders and cadres who, knowing that they have a great deal of practical 
work, do not give any consideration to propaganda work, viewing it with 
indifference. These attitudes are wrong. They have not attained a full 
understanding of the fact that propaganda work is important and 
"formidabie." There was a comrade at this conference who said it well: 
Propaganda work is the “vanguard in opening new roads" in all work. Doing 
»ropagancda work well and assisting everyone to correct their ideology and 
line serve the function of further raising the level of ideology, uniting 
understanding and uniting action for all aspects of work. Therefore, how 
can one be indifferent to propaganda work? How can one have blind faith in 
the orders that one issues without giving any regard to arousing the masses 
ideologically and to stimulating a positive spirit «mong the masses? As the 
;esult of this conference, we hope that these comrades will overcome their 
“difference to propaganda work and that the entire Party will devote its 
ttention to strengthening propaganda work. 


) the basis of the spirit of this conference on propaganda work, the central 
task of propaganda work at present is to hold supplementary discussions on 
the problem of standards of truth and to unite the ideology of the broad 
cadres and masses in the spirit of the Third Plenum. Why do we put 
supplementary classes in such an important position? This is an arrangement 
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that derives from the actual circumstances in Shanghai. As everyone knows, 
the greatest accomplishment of the Third Plenum was the thorough affirmation 
of the importance and significance of discussions about the problem of 
standards of truth and the setting of the general policies of “liberating 
ideology, starting up the machinery, following objective methods and uniting 
together to look forward.” Its basic spirit is one of eliminating disorder 
and providing rebuttal. However, why is it since the Third Plenum some of 
our comrades have always had so many different viewpoints and different 
ideas about liberating ideology, following objective methods, current 

series of general and specific policies, the handling of some problems left 
by history and the current situation? Why is it that some comrades biame 
this or blame that, with no one being able to sit down with each other 
together? One of the major reasons for this is that they did not get a good 
grasp on discussions of the problem of standards of truth last year. The 
fact that the ideological line of some comrades was not rectified has had 

an inevitable effect on their implementation and execution of the political 
line. 


This propaganda work conference, in addition to stressing the necessity for 
continued and thorough-going expansion of discussions on the problem of 
standards of truth and for conscientiously supplementing this lesson, also 
carried on studies about and made arrangements concerning various important 
propaganda tasks within a specified period of time in the future. Each level 
of the Party organization and each level in the propaganda departments and 
units should form an alliance with the actual circumstances in their 
departments and units and conscientiously strive to put these matters into 
practice in step-by-step manner. The most important of these propaganda 
tasks are as follows. 


Propaganda concerning realization of the four modemizations and propaganda 
concerning economic reconstruction should be put in a predominant position. 
The second meeting of the Fifth People's Congress took on the spirit of the 
Third Plenum of the Party and affirmed that the focus of work throughout the 
entire nation should be shifted to the establishment of socialist 
modernization. They united to look forward and they united to carry out the 
four modernizations and they have created a program of action for the people 
of the entire nation. Propaganda work on all fronts should without exception 
be centered around the four modernizations and serve the four modernizations. 





We must carry out propaganda on a national scale about socialist democracy and 
the socialist legal system. For many vears socialist democracy and the social- 
ist legal system were subjected to the extensive sabotage of Lin Biao and the 
"gang ot four." At the second mecting of the Fifth National People's Congress, 
it was decided to further expand socialist democracy and to strengthen the 
socialist legal system. Certain specific resolutions concerning revision of 
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the constitution and seven major laws were passed. This was of extremely 

great significance in respect to assuring that the peopie exercise and 

control their nat»onal rights and other democratic rights, to stimulating 

an active socialist spirit on their parts, to developing and maintaining 

a united political situation, to consolidating the national socialist 

system, to plugging up the critical hole which such conspirators as Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four” were using to carry out a counterrevolutionary resto- 
ration and to promote the establishment of socialist modernization. We should 
take the seven laws that were passed by the second meeting of the Fifth 

National People's Congress, the major of which are the laws governing elections, 


the penal code and the criminal case litigation '2v, as important materials 
for strengthening ecucation about socialist democracy and the legal system 
and organize the cadres and masses in making a conscientious study of them 
on a wide basis. In order to the work of education concerning the legal 
system well, propaganda departments at all levels should cooperate closely 
with the political and legal departments in training cadres and in directing 
propaganda work toward the masses. By means of propaganda, the broad 
cadres and masses should be given education concerning the basis theory of 
Marxism on the state and law so that they will clearly strengthen the 
importance of socialist democracy and the legal system, will come to an 
understanding of basic knowledge of the laws and will know the laws, obey 
the laws and carry out the laws. This should also cause the broad cadres 
and particularly the leadership cadres to self-consciously take the lead in 
obeying the laws and to become models for the masses. 


We must step up our education for young people on the communist ideals, the 
socialist road and communist moral qualities. Since the smashing of the 
“cCang of Four,” the mainstream of our yougth has been good. However, some 
youth were comparatively severely poisoned by Lin Biao and the "Gang of 
‘our,’ with a small number of them even taking a criminal course. This 
situation should be of serious concern to the entire Party and to the entire 
society. Propaganda departments at all levels must adopt various practical, 
effective and vivid means of carrying out propaganda among the youth con- 
ce ming the revolutionary tradition, revolutionary ideals and noble-minded 
sentiments. The propaganda departments must work in close harmony with the 
eGacation departments and youth work departments to conscentiously get a 
grasp of the problems of education for youths and should expend great 
effort in this work. We must cultivate the broad groups of youth in our 
socialist society to become persons having revolutionary ideals, noble moral 
virtues and scientific knowledge. We must teach our youth to study 
i dustriously for realization of the four modemizations, to struggle 
viliantly for the beautiful future of our nation and to do much good work 
othe people. This is a great task involving social mores, a great task 
for the future of our millions of youth and a great task for the future of 
yur nation. Great tasks must be taken up in a great way. It is wrong not 
to take them up and it is wrong to take them up too lightly. 


We must vigorously carry out propaganda to th broad group of Party members 
in order to strengthen Party spirit, to rectify Party behavior and to 








foster a superior tradition and work-style in the Party. If Party behavior 
‘s not correct, this influences the behavior of the people and influences 
social mores. Thus, it cannot be treated casually. The taking on of special 
status by Party members, leaders and cadres results in their becoming further 
alienated from the ordinary cadres and the masses, thus affecting the 
confidence of the latter in the Party and their leaders and affecting their 
enthusiasm about carrying out the Four Modernizations. We must organize the 
broad groups of Party members in a conscientious study of the standards of 
molitical Life within the Party in order to strengthen proletarian Party 
behavior, to strengthen their sense of responsibility as Communist Party 
members, to resolutely oppose factionalism and to resolutely expose and 
Criticize bureaucratism, subjectivism, sectarianism and the ideology of 
speciai treatment. At present, there are some Party members and cadres whose 
spirits are not firm, who carry out their work perfunctorily, who make no 
accomplishments, who do not dare to take bold responsibility in handling 
their affairs, who are vacillating, who cannot give any regard to national 
interests, who are closely linked to private profit, whose sense of 
responsibility for their own work is weak and whose resentment manifests 
iteelf in their actions. This type of Party behavior is a very bad thing 
and must be dealt with forcibly by education in order to resolve it. In 
carrying out propaganda and eduction toward Party members, attentions must 

be directed to the large numbers of new Party members who have entered the 
Party since the Cultural Revolution. Emphasis should be directed toward 
providing them with basic knowledge about what a good Communist Party member 
is, why one should participate in the Communist Party and how to be a 

member of the Communist Party. This should be considered as highly essential. 
Of course, ail propaganda and education must be essentially positive 
ecucation, with great efforts being made to comment good persons and good 
deeds. However, at the same time, we must select appropriate models and 
expose and criticise incorrect attitudes. 


Propaganda work is the work of the entire Party. Propaganda work cannot be 
viewed solely as the work of propaganda departments or as the work of a few 
propaganda units and propaganda cadres. All regions in which there are 

Party organizations should take part in the propaganda work of the Party. 

Last year within a certain period of time, some leadership departments in 

the Party were not able to get a conscientious grasp of discussions on the 
problem of the standards of truth. They were also not able to get a close 
grasp on the work of transmitting, studying and implementing the spirit of the 
Third Plenum. This should be a lesson to us. “We should mend the fold after 
losing the sheep since it is not evening yet.” Thus, in the future, the 
entire Party must stress strengthening propaganda work. When the entire 

Party stresses getting a good grasp on propaganda work, we must demand of all 
levels of leadership cadres that they be able to handle propaganda work 
personally and that they take the lead in doing propaganda work. At present, 
there are some leadership cadres who do not study well themselves, who do not 
have a good understanding of the importance of propaganda work and who do very 





little personally to disseminate propaganda about general trends and about 
the general and specific policies of the Party to the cadres and masses. 
jometines they make reports or communications without having conducted prior 
investigation and research and without having established links with concrete 
conditions in departments, regions and units. In addition, they do not 
analyze the thinking of the cadres and masses and often teach from the book 
or read from a draft prepared by a secretary. How can doing propaganda work 
in this way meet with the approval of the masses or achieve the desired 
effects? There are some of our older comrades who can clearly remember the 
many leadership cadres of the older generation who put great emphasis on 
propaganda work and who were also good about taking a personal part in 
propaganda work. Their reports were vivid, were profound yet expressed 
plainly, were to the point and resolved problems. All levels of our 
leadership cadres should make a strong effort to learn from them how to 
carry out propaganda work and how to get a good grasp of propaganda work. 


At present, the overall situation on the propaganda front is very good. The 
excellent tradition of the entire Party in emphasizing propaganda work is in 
a state of recovery and development. We believe that, through propagation 
implementation of the spirit of the current conference on propaganda work, the 
propaganda work of the Party will certainly be further strengthened and 
propaganda work will definitely become more vivid and more full of sound and 
eolor. It is all a matter of fearing being conscientious. It is only 
yecessary that Party organizations at all levels resolutely, untiringly and 
conscientiously get a good grasp on propaganda work and that propaganda 
workers throughout the Party as a whole work hard on behalf of propaganda 
work for the Party with a spirit of great responsibility for a new situation 
1" propaganda work to be created that will allow propaganda work to exercise 
an even greater function in the great struggle for realizing the Four 

ocern: Zations. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


IMPLEMENT THE SPIRIT OF THE THIRD PLENARY SESSION 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 10 Aug 79 p 2 


{Article by Shanghai County CCP Committee: “How Do We Carry Out Dis- 
cussions on the Criterion of Truth") 


[Excerpts] How do we correctly understand the important significance 
of the discussion on the criterion of truth, and what is the rela- 
tionship of launching the discussion with rectifying the ideological 
line and implementing the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 
lith CCP Central Committee? We have gradually understood the issue 
in practice. In the past several months, by organizing the broad 
party members and cadres to conscientiously study the documents of 
the Third Plenary Session, linking the ideological reality with the 
work reality, and intensively launching the discussion on the crite- 
rion of truth, our county committee has gradually unified the think- 
ing of everyone on the spirit of the Third Plenary Session, pursuing 
the four modernizations with one heart and one mind, and produced 
fairly good results. 


We made an investigation and analysis of the ideological state of the 
party members and cadres, and found that, though the rightwing trend 
negating the “four fundamental principles” appearing in society in a 
previous period produced some influence in our county, it was basic- 
ally solved by means of ideological education and various measures. 
However, the influence of the erroneous “leftwing™ trend was rela- 
tively pronounced among the party members and cadres, and even the 
leading members of the party committee. Some of them lacked a cor- 
rect understanding of the spirit of the Third Plenary Session, find- 
ing its principles and policies “rightwing” and “biased”, others felt 
that the handling of many momentous issues left down in history, the 
redress of unjust, mistaken, and false cases, the discussion on the 
criterion of truth, and the failure to mention “taking the class 
struggle as the key link” indicated “chopping down the banner” and 
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“Laying cown the knife.” and that they were a downgrading and nega- 
tien of Mao Zedong Thought; still others blamed the Third Plenary 
Session for certain “disorders” appearing in society in a previous 
peciod. There were also those who had a confused idea of the signi- 
ficance of readjusting the nationa] economy. They thought that it 
Was a retrogression and that the realization of the four moderniza- 
tions was something remote. They had the negative sentiment that “it 
was futile to toil when one could not enjoy the fruit of the trees 
planted now.” After analyzing, we found that such confused ideas 
among the party members and cadres reflected the profound influence 
of Lin Biao and the “gang of four's” ultra-leftwing line on the one 
hand, and the inadequate understanding of the significance of the 
discvssion on the criterion of truth on the other. The discussion 
was not conscientiously organized; therefore, an ideological gap was 
created, and many comrades were not emancipated from a rigid, or 
semi-rigid, state. 


Should we promptly render guidance and conscientiously solve the 
“leftwing™” ideological influence in the party members and cadres? 

The standing committee members in the county committee held two dif- 
ferent views. Some comrades felt that there were certain grounds for 
the emergence of such ideas. Were there not many issues in our work? 
We should not try to solve them in a hurry, for it would only create 
a greater confusion if we failed. We should concentrate on produc- 
tion and work, and when production and work improved, the confused 
ideas would be automatically solved. The majority of the comrades 
felt, however, that, though the erroneous ideas were a problem of 
understanding, if they were not promptly solved, but permitted to de- 
velop, it would make it impossible to firmly implement the spirit of 
the Third Plenary Session or its policies and measures contained in 
the two documents on developing agriculture. As the leadership nu- 
cleus of the entire county, the county committee must not evade the 
responsibility and the ideological issues. It must courageously 
exercise guidance, promptly solve the confused ideas, and unite the 
thinking of the broad party members and cadres of the entire county 
on the spirit of the Third Plenary Session. 


After unifying thinking, we organized the party members and cadres to 
study again the documents of the Third Plenary Session and the speech- 
es of the leading comrades of the Party Central Committee, and to 

learn and discuss the principle that “practice is the only criterion to 
test truth.” By expressing their views freely, discussing the situa- 
tion, talking about impressions, and criticizing the remmant poison, 
everyone gradually improved his understanding. Many comrades felt 
that, the more they etudied, the more familiar and enlightened they 
became, recognizing the complete accuracy of the party's lines and 

the principles and policies of the Third Plenary Session. It was not 
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the spirit of the Third Plenary Session which was “righ-wing”™ or 
“biased,” but our ideological line which was incorrect. Everyone 
remarked: By means of the discussion on the criterion of truth, we 
have become more emancipated in our thinking, clearer in our goal, 
more conscious in implementing the spirit of the Third Plenary Ses- 
sion and the two documents on developing agriculture, and more confi- 
dent in hastening the four modernizations. Our understanding and me- 
thod were as follows. 


Beginning With the Standing Committee To Unify the Party Members and 
Cadres on the Spirit of the Third Plenary Session 


The comrades of the standing committee felt that, if thev failed to 
understand thoroughly the spirit of the Third Plenary Session and the 
criterion to test truth, if their mind was muddled, if they only had 
a vague idea of the theories, and if they wavered in their actions, 
it would be impossible for them to lead the people of te county in 
implementing firmly the principles and policies of the Third Plenary 
Session. This vear, after the work conference of the minicipal com 
mittee, the standing committee of the county committee devoted 4 days 
to study and asked the comrades of the propaganda department to re- 
port on the confused ideas about the spirit of the Third Plenary Ses- 
sion entertained by the leadership teams of all levels. Thereatter, 
pinpointing at such ideas, the standing committee members studied 
first. Centering on acquiring an understanding of the situation, 
they studied such issues as what was Mao Zedong Thought, how ¢ raise 
high its banner, what was the spirit of the Third Plenary Session, 
and whether its principles and policies were correct. They discussed 
the class situation and class struggle in the socialist period and 
unitied their understanding. After such studies and discussions, 
everyone improved his understanding of the practical significance and 
tac-reaching influence of the Third Plenary Session and of the momen- 
tous import ef the discussion on the criterion of truth. Many com 
rates said that the Third Plenary Session’s application of the funda- 
meatal Marxist principle that “practice is the only criterion to test 
truth” to summarize the experiences of history, rectify a croup of 
unjust, false, and wrong cases, and adhere to the historical mate- 
rialist and dislectic materialist tdeological lines was complet 
compatible with the fundamental truth of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Ze- 
jong Thought and with the practical conditions of the W years since 
the founding of the nation. Evervone realized that whether we ad- 
hered to the principle that practice was the only criterion to test 
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truth and to the spirit of the Third Plenary Session was, in essence, 
the momentous issue of whether we upheld the fundamental truth 
Marxieom, and an issue of the ideological iine. With numerous factual 
instances, the comrades explained that the discussion on the crite- 
rion of truth was a great struggie between two ideological lines, a 
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great mobilization to implement the spirit of the Third Plenary Ses- 
sien and emancipate thinking, a great education to restore tlhe par- 
ty's superior tradition and work style, and a great popularization of 
the fundamental Marxist truth. After the standing committee members 
unified their ideological understanding, they adopted the method of 
one level helping another, and one level guiding another, and organ- 
ized more than 500 cadres of the commune, town, and bureau party com 
mittee levels and above to study and discuss for 5 days. The county 
committee leaders first reported on the study of the standing comnmit- 
tee members, took the lead to include themselves, and admitted, by 
seeking the truth from the facts, that they, themselves, also had the 
problem of rigidity, or semi-rigidity, in their thinking. In regard 
to the confused ideas in the lower levels, instead of censuring, they 
voluntarily took the responsibility, admitting that they had not 
consclentiously organized the discussion on the criterion of truth, 
or studied and propagandized the spirit of the Third Plenary Session. 
Some comrades acknowledged the fact that they made some statements 
which were incompatible with the spirit of the Third Plenary Session 
and produced an influence. Therefore, the responsibility rested with 
the county committee. Subsequently, the standing committee made 
Statements of a guiding nature in the discussion and relieved every- 
one of his tdeological apprehension. The method was popular with the 
basic level party committees and favorable to the free expression of 
views. After the meeting, many commune, town, and bureau party com 
mittees followed suit and called meetings of the party members and 
eadres of the party branch level, and gradually unified everyone's 
thinking on the spirit of the Third Plenary Session. 


Giving Attention to the Study of Basic Theories, and Guiding Everyone 
‘’ Clarity What Constituted Raising High the Great Banner of Mao Ze- 
aone Thought 


The Third Plenary Session made a high assessment of the discussion on 
the criterion of truth, solved a group of issues left down by history 
bw seeking the truth from the facts, and redressed the unjust, wrong, 


and false cases. However, due to Lin Biao and the “gang of four's" 


remnant poison of pretending to raise high the banner of Mao Zedong 
Thought, the ideological line of some comrades was not sufficiently 
correct. They teilt that such measures were detrimental to Chairman 
Mao's image. Tuey said that "Mao Zedong Thought {ts the truth, and 
there {s no need to discuss the criterion of truth.” A very smali 
number of them even said: “Discussing the criterion of truth and 
eriticizing the ultra-leftwing Line are nothing but chopping down the 
banner.” The county committee realized that such erroneous ideas 
among the part) members and cadres were due to their failure to un- 
derstand Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought; therefore, they 
lumped together truth and the criterion of truth. Thereupon, it led 
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everyone to discuss what was the ideological system of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism and Mao Zedong Thought and what constituted raising high the ban- 
ner of Mao Zedong Thought, to criticize the evil influence of modern 
superstition created by Lin Biao and the “gang of four™ by means of 
the “talent theory” and “peak theory” advocated by them, and to fur- 
ther rectify the ideological line. 


After repeated studying and discussing, everyone further understood 
that Mao Zedong Thought was a product of integrating the universal 
truth of Marxism with the concrete practice of China's revolution , 
and that the fundamental point of Mao Zedong Thought was to start from 
reality in everything and unify theory and practice. Only completely 
and accurately mastering the system of Mao Zedong Thought, and ana- 
lyzing and solving issués by applying the Marxist standpoint, view- 
point, and method constituted raising high the banner of M.. Zedong 
Thought, not just oral recital of the words and pnrases in Marxist- 
Leninist and Mao Zedong's works. 


By Means of Presenting the Facts and Discussing the Reasons, Helping 
Everyone To Correctly Understand the Important Issues in the Class 
Struggle of the Socialist Period and Unify Thinking o. the Spirit of 
the Third Plenary Session 


After the Third Plenary Session, some comrades failed to understand 
correctly the strategic significance and necessity of shifting the 
emphasis of the party's wo .k. They felt that omitting “taking the 
class struggle as the key point” was incomprehensible, and asked whe- 
ther the class struggle still existed at present, and whether it 
should be tackled. In regard to reinvestigation, rectifying the 
erroneously classified rightists, and removing the label from the re- 
formed landed and rich elements, they found “the policy too far 
right" and “the direction biased,” and even felt that the measures 
were a negation of the political movements of the past. It indicated 
that some comrades did not have a correct understanding of the changes 
in the class situation and the issue of the class struggle in the 
socialist period, and had not freed themselves from the framework of 
"stressing the class struggle everyday, every month, and every year." 
In view of this situation, we led everyone to discuss the class si- 
tuation and the class struggle in the socialist period with the view- 
point that “practice is the only criterion to test truth.” After 
study and discussion, everyone realized that the general tendency of 
the class struggle in the socialist period was to gradually abate, 
and even vanish, instead of becoming more and more violent. There- 
fore, omitting “taking the class struggle as the key point" after the 
transformation of the principal domestic contradictions did not indi- 
cate the absence of the class struggle; it meant considering the 
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development of the production force as the center, while also tackling 
the class struggle. In regard to such issues as examining the cadres 
and reinvestigation, rectifying the erroneously classified rightists, 
and removing the label from the reformed landed and rich elements 
which were questioned by some people, we invited the responsible com- 
rades of the units concerned to give special topic talks, presenting 
the facts and discussing the reasons, and guiding everyone to link up 
with reality and summarize the experiences of history. After hearing 
the talks, many comrades solved their ideological problems. For ins- 
tance, after reinvestigating the 214 rightists in our county, 211 of 
them, or over 98 percent of the total, were rectified. Failing to 
understand why such a large percentage was rectified, many comrades 
telt that it was a negation of the anti-rightist struggle. The com 
rade in charge of this work explained, by means of a large number of 
facts, that the basis for classifying them as rightists was not 
sound, and therefore, the classification was wrong. 


By Means of Analyzing and Comparing, Helping Everyone To Further Un- 
derstand the Spirit of the Third Plenary Session and Rectify the 
Ideological Line 


Good analysis is most useful, and only by comparing can one distin- 
guish. The strategic decision of the party's Third Plenary Session 
to shift the emphasis of the party's work to the socialist moderniza- 
tion construction received the unanimous support of the broad rural 
cadres and masses. However, there were also some comrades who felt 


doubtful of the principles and policies of the Third Plenary Session 
and were often apprehensive when implementing them. There were also 
those who had many muddled ideas about the series of policies in the 
t locuments on developing agriculture passed by the Third Plenary 
vession, including introducing quota management and creating a pro- 


ction responsibility system. They felt that “what is being done 
was criticized in the past,” and that the proposition of letting 
some areas and individuals become wealthy first constituted develop- 
in ipitalism. We felt that such comrades still could not distin- 
tuish between true and false socialism. Therefore, we guided them to 
Link up with reality, summarize the experiences, and raise their 
ideological-political level by means of analysis and comparison. 





During the study discussions, many comrades contrasted the correct 


policies decided by the Third Plenary Session with the false social- 
ism promote | by Lin Biao and the “gang of four," and realized that 
the latter displayed the signboard of socialism to promote "transi- 
tion in poverty" and spread egalitarianism. They claimed that "vigo- 
rous criticism promoted vigorous work," and severely criticized 
"three-trivial and three-important” (money more important than grain, 
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sideline more important than agriculture, and industry more important 
than agriculture). As a result, they created the situation of “tak- 
ing grain as the key point and chopping down everything," destroying 
commune and brigade industry, diversification, the principle of large 
collective and small freedom, and the collective economy, damaging 
the interest of the masses, and dampening the socialist enthusiasm of 
the broad commune members. On the other hand, the implementation of 
the two documents on developing agriculture decided by the party's 
Third Plenary Session effectively promoted the development of produc- 
tion and greatly activated the enthusiasm of the broad peasants. A 
new appearance of the agriculture, sideline, and industry of our 
county emerged in the first half of this year, and six new levels 
were reached. 1. The summer grain unit area yield was 518 jin 
throughout the county, surpassing the peak in history, and showing an 
increase of 12 percent compared to that of last year. 2. The varie- 
ties of vegetables on the market were larger than last year, the 
quality was somewhat improved, and the receipts showed an increase of 
1 million yuan compared with the same period last year. 3. ‘The num 
ber of meat hogs on the market was 54,000 plus head more than last 
year, and their average weight was 148.6 jin, an increase of 9.8 jin 
compared with last year. 4. There were 1.255 plus million head of 





domestic fowls on the market, an increase of 423,000 plus head over 
the same period last vear; the 7.743 million jin of fresh eggs on the 
market more than doubled that of the same period last year. 5. The 
commune and brigade industry had completed an output value of 109.77 
miilion yuan, an increase of 19.7 percent over last year, and the 
protit showed an increase of 34.8 percent over the same period last 
year. 6. The estimated total receipts from agriculture and side- 
lines for the first half of the year increased 10.4 million, or 22.7 
percent, compared with last year; the net income increased 5.71 mil- 
linn yuan, or 28.7 percent. The analyses and comparisons showed that 
the two different policies produced entirely different results. 
Everyone realized that the fundamental distinction between true and 
false socialism was whether we adhered to the socialist public owner- 
ship system, whether we followed the principle of distribution accord- 
ing to labor, whether we acted according to the economic laws, whether 
the party's policies were favorable to promoting the development of 
the social production force, and whether they represented the funda- 
meutal interests of the broad people and were supported by them. 

Many comrades said with a deep understanding that it was not the spi- 
cit of the Third Plenary Session which was "rightwing" or "biased," 
but their own ideological line which was not correct, and that they 
had always found things "rightwing" or "biased" when looking at them 
with a “leftwing" eve. 


On the issue of readjusting the national economy, after analyzing and 
comparing, the comrades realized that the “eight-point" principle 
proposed by the Party Central Committee based on the issues revealed 
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in the development of the national economy, after summarizing the 
experiences of history, and by adopting a scientific attitude, was 
extremely timely and necessary. Comparing the current readjustment 
with that of 1962, the comrades realized that the 1962 readjustment 
was undertaken because the guiding thought on developing the national 
economy after 1958 was a violation of the objective laws, promoting 
such matters as "one horse taking the lead, and 10,000 horses gallop- 
ing after it," plus the high targets and the "communist wind," re- 
sulting in the grave maladjustments in the proportions of the nation- 
al economy. Therefore, the measure adopted at that time was general 
retreat. As for the readjustment this time, with the foundation of 
the national economic recovery in the past 2 years, we summarized the 
experiences of history, avoided repetitions of past errors, and took 
the initiative to carry out the readjustment according to the mate- 
rial and financial resources of the state. As its characteristics, 
there were the upper and the lower, and the advance and retreat, re- 
treat for the purpose of advance. After comparing, many comrades 
remarked with a deep understanding that, though the readjustment pe- 
riod of 3 years seemed long, it was more solid, that,though some 
items were abandoned, it was for the purpose of assuring the early 
success of the essential ones, and that, from the long-range point of 
view, the progress of the four modernizations, instead of being re- 
tarded, possibly would speed up. Some comrades described their im- 
pression figuratively: “Readjustment is similar to our boarding the 
bus. When a large crowd jostle one another in disorder, it will slow 
us down. But when we line up in good order, it will be faster." 
After the discussions, the comrades overcame the negative sentiment 
that "it was futile to toil when one could not enjoy the fruit of the 
trees planted now," and all expressed the determination to implement 
firmly the “eight-point" principle, work diligently, and make contri- 
butions to hastening the progress of the four modernizations. 


6080 
cso: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


COMMANDER LI SHUIQING OF PRC SECOND ARTILLERY (ROCKET FORCE) 
Hong Kong DONGXIFANG [EAST AND WEST] in Chinese No 8, 10 Aug 79 p 65 
[Article by Dongfang Ji [2639 2455 2060)] 


[Text] Chinese Communists are making great efforts to develop their 
guided missile force. XINHUA News Agency recently released two guided 
missile photos. The missiles were launched by the "Second Artillery" 
which was responsible for commanding and training the guided missile 
personnel. It is judged that the guided missiles were of the "CSS 2" 
model~-IRBM's with a range of 2,500 kilometers. 


The Chinese Communist Air Force is now equipped with Hongqi #4 surface- 
to-air guided missiles. The Second Artillery is charged with the combat 
task of operating IRBM's, ICBM's and satellites. 


The Second Artillery was formally established in 1965. Wu Lie [0702 3525] 
was its acting commander, and Li Jinhuan [2621 2443 3562] its political 
commissar, both of whom formerly belonged to the public security army 
[gong-an jun]. 


The present commander of the Second Artillery is Li Shuiqing [2621 3055 
3237} who has been a member of the 9th, 10th and lith CCP Central Commit- 


tees. 


A native of Ji-an County at the foot of Jinggang Mountain in Jiangxi, Li 
Shuiqing was from a poor peasant family, born 1919. He joined the Red 
Army in 1929 (when he was a little over 10 years of age) to serve as a 
runner and orderly under Company Commander Guo Yongxin [6751 3057 2450] 
who lost his life during the Long March. At that time, Li Shuiqing was 
so young that he was unable to handle a broad sword. He participated in 
the Five Anti-encirclement Campaigns from 1930 to 1933 and in the 25,000- 
li Long March, reaching North Shaanxi in 1935. He studied at Shanbei 
Public School before joining the North China units to combat Japanese 
aggression, getting promoted to company, battalion and regiment commander 
positions. 
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in 1937, he served as a regiment commander of the Fifth Brigade of Jin- 
cha-Ji No 2 Column [2516 1390 0370 4574 6310 4912 7130] under the command 
of Yang Chengwu, Column Commander, and Chen Zhengxiang [7115 2973 3276], 
brigade commander. In 1948, he was promoted to commander of the 4th Divi- 
sion of No 2 Column of North China Field Army and participated in the 
Battle of Zhangjiakou. In 1949, he served as commander of the 199th Divi- 
Sion of the 67th Army and participated in the Battle of Taiyuan. In 
October 1949, he led the 199th Division to participate in the National 
Day Parade at the Tiananmen Square, inspected by Mao Zedong. 


In Jume 1951, he went with the 67th Army to Korea to participate in the 
Korean War where that division broke the defense line of the South Korean 
6th Division and took part in the Kaesong Counterattack. He showed some 
outstanding commanding talent in joint operations with tank and artillery 
forces. After Korean War, he was promoted to chief of staff of the 67th 
Army and then deputy commander and commander of that Army. In 1956, the 
67th Army was placed under the command of Jinan Military Region to garrison 
the Qingdao area. 


In July 1959, he was appointed commander of a certain Army at Qingdao with 
major general rank, and went down to a company to serve as a common soldier 
for a month. In the Great Cultural Revolution in 1967, he was an army 
commander (67th Army) of PLA Unit No 6037; the political commissar was 
Chen Jide [7115 4949 1795]. He published an article in support of the 
ieftists, and was soon promoted to be chief of the general staff of Jinan 
Military Region. 


By April 1969, Li Shuiqing was elected member of the 9th CCP Central Com- 
mittee and inaugurated as chairman of the Military Commission of the First 
Ministry of Machinebuilding Industry of the State Council. By 1973, he was 
promoted to minister of that ministry to be in charge of the machinebuild- 
ing industry in the whole country. In October 1973, he was elected member 
of the 10th CCP Central Committee. 


in 1975, Li Shuiqing was transferred to become deputy commander of Nanjing 

“tlitary Region (under Commander Nie Fengzhi [5119 7685 2535] and Political 

Commissar Liao Hansheng [1394 3352 3932]) to assume command over joint 

Operations with armored units. In August 1977, he was again elected member 
f the ltith CCP Central Committee. 


1 1976, he was reassigned to become commander of the Second Artillery to 
assume command over the guided missile force to strengthen defense against 

viet surprise attack. Chen Heqiao [7115 7729 2890] was the political 
comamissar. 


SO: 40035 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 





SHANGHAI: EXECUTION OF ROBBER SUPPORTED BY MASSES 
Shanghai JLEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 5 Aug 79 p 1 


[Report: “Safeguarding Socialist Law, Protecting People's Life and Property-- 
Xuhui Ware People's Court Convenes Mass Meeting, Announces Death Penalty for 
Chen Yunhai [7115 0061 3189], a Robber Guilty of Heinous Crimes") 


[Text] In order to further consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
safeguard socialist law and public order, and protect the people's life 

and property, the Xuhui Ward People's Court on the morning of 5 August 
convened a mass meeting at which was announced the death penalty and depriva- 
tion of political rights for robber Chen Yunhai. 


Chen Yunhai originally was an assistant crane operator in Shanghai's 

Sifang Boiler Factory. At one time, because of his good work record, he 
was picked to be the political propaganda officer and the head of the trade 
union organization in his shop. However, poisoned by the counterrevolu- 
tionary revisionist line of Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” Chen Yunhai 
fell into the extremely bad habit of gambling and gradually slipped onto 
the path of crime. In 1975, he and a young worker in his shop, Zhang [4545] 
so-and-so, began to gamble. At first they gambled for cigarettes. Later, 
they gambled in summer for cold drinks and in winter for pastry, each time 
losing or winning 2 or 3 yuans’ worth. The more they gambled, the higher 
the stakes became. Once, after he had received retroactive wages, he and 
Zhang so-and-so on that very night, before the next day's work began, hid 

in the duty officer's observation room and gambled on a cot there. In less 
than 2 hours he had lost all his retroactive wages, amounting to several 
10-yuan notes. In May 1976, after the factory leadership had discovered Chen 
Yunhai’s gambling activities, they stripped him of his post as head of the 
trade union organization and severely criticized him. But he did not think 
of reforming. On 15 March of last year, he held a gambling party in his 
home. First he lost over 200 yuan in cash and followed that up by losing 
his newly purchased Yingnage [5391 4780 2706] wristwatch. Two days later, 
on two separate occasions, he secretly withdrew 200 yuan from his mother's 
bank account. He also fiercely beat up Zhang so-and-so and robbed him of 
over 30 yuan in cash. He also falsely claimed Zhang's wages as hie own. In 
this way, he pieced together capital to continue his gambling par: | jut 
the result was that he again lost every cent. In these 3 days only, ine lost 
over 790 yuan. 
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Now addicted to gambling and carrying piles of debts, Chen Yunhai, in order 
to raise funds for gambling and recouping his losses, desperately pinned 

his hopes of securing a new "lease on life” on robbery with violence. At 
about 10 pm on 28 March of last year, he was in an alley off Jiangsu Road 
when he saw a peasant wearing a wristwatch about to enter a public lavatory. 
Chen hit him hard on the head with an iron club. But, because the victim 
cried loudly for help, criminal Chen was unable to complete the robbery 

and tled in confusion. On the afternoon of 3 April, he was on a section of 
Fumin Road, posing as a housing maintenance man, and, under the pretext of 
checking electricity meters, planned robberies. He obtained entry into 11 
residential houses, but, because there were too many people around, he did 
not carry out his plan. Finally, he came to the house of old lady Chen in 
a certain lane off Changle Road. Seeing that the old lady was alone in the 
house, he knocked her unconscious with his iron club and tied her hands and 
feet with electric cord. Then, after snatching up her wristwatch, he fled 
the scene. On 20 and 26 April and 3 May, criminal Chen committed the same 
kind of crimes. With a hammer he hit and injured may residents, among 

them a man who was violently struck on the head in more than 10 places, 
causing the sides of the temporal bone to cave in and fracture. The man's 
cranial fluid leaked out and he lost the sight of his left eye, with the 
result that he is deformed for life. Chen robbed over 2,000 yuan of the 
residents’ bank deposits and over 240 yuan of their cash, as well as a great 
quantity of goods such as gold rings, wristwatches, cameras, anc certificates. 


Chen's crimes had an extremely bad political effect on the masses, seriously 
menacing and encroaching upon their life and property. In order to catch 
this criminal as quickly as possible and protect the masses’ interests, the 
Xuhui Subbureau of the Shanghai Public Security Bureau, in line with the 
municipal party committee's instructions and under the leadership of the 
Xuhul Ward CCP Committee and the municipal public security bureau, widely 
mobilized the masses and took a series of stringent investigative and control 
neasures. On the afternoon of 17 May of last year, the subbureau caug>t 

ind brought to justice Chen Yunhai, this violent robber guilty of many 

winous crimes. 


\fter robber Chen was arrested, the Xuhui Ward People's Procuratorate 
e,amined the case and affirmed that he had taken up a life of robbery with 
siolence and that his crimes were serious and proven. It decided to indict 
him before the ward's people's court. On 5 January of this year, the court, 
trictily abiding by legal procedures, opened a session to try the case. It 
heard the public prosecutor's statement and conducted a detailed interroga- 
r on of the defendant's case. Confronted with the facts of his crimes during 
-e court's interrogation, the defendant made a complete confession. On the 
rernoon of 6 June, the Criminal Trial Court of the Xuhui Ward People's 
curt opened a session to pronounce judgment. It sentenced Chen Yunhai to 
death. It also informed the defendant that, according to legal procedures, 
if he did not agree with the verdict, he could, 2 days after the verdict was 
put in writing and within a period of 10 days, appeal to the municipal inter- 
mediate people's court. After criminal Chen had received the verdict in 
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writing, he made this appeal. The municipal intermediate people's court 
reviewed the case; it upheld the original verdict and rejected the appeal, 
because it considered that defendant Chen Yunhai, in order to seize other 
people's property, had used brutal methods in carrying out his violent 
robberies with extremely grave consequences, that he had sabotaged public 
order, and that the circumstances of his crimes were extremely vile and had 
earned the bitter hatred of the people. It also announced that the higher 
authorities had approved its decision. 


The Xuhui Ward People's Court, according to law, then had violent robber 
Chen Yunhai taken under guard to the execution ground. After the execution 
by gunfire was carried out, the court took part in a meeting of over 600 
cadres and masses, who unanimously supported the sentence passed on Chen 

by the judicial organs. They said: If the extremely small number of 
criminals like Chen Yunhai, who are guilty of heinous crimes, are not 
suppressed by the law, then the people's wrath will not be mollified and 
public order will not be stabilized. In order to protect the interests of 
the broad masses and of the state, and smoothly construct our country's 
socialist modernization, allowing the broad masses to live and work in peace 
and contentment without fear of trouble back at home, the organs of dicta- 
torship must handle affairs according to law and strictly enforce the law 
in the struggle against all counterrevolutionaries and criminals. 


CSO: 4005 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURTIiY 


STRENGTHENING OF BORDER DEFENSE CALLED HEROIC, ARDUOUS 
Beijing XINHUA YUEBAO in Chinese No 5, 1979 pp 38-39 


[Article by JIEFANGJUN BAO [LIBERATION ARMY NEWSPAPER] commentator: "Do 
a Good Job in Safeguarding and Building the Border Regions") 


[Text] The Central Military Commission recently circulated a commendation 
of the party committee of one division of the Beijing garrison, praising 
them as an excellent body of men who have struck roots in the border region, 
who have engaged in arduous struggle and have prepared themselves well 

for the eventuality of war. At the end of last year, the Military Comnis- 
sion set up for us, as exemplary advanced model, the party committee at 

a division of the air force, and now the Commission again calls upon us 

to study and learn from the party committee of a division of the garrison. 
The party committees and leading comrades in military units stationed in 
border regions are advised to learn from them, and the party committees 

and leading comrades in military units throughout the entire country should 
also learn from them in order to effectively safeguard and build up our 
border regions, and to actively contribute toward safeguarding and realizing 
the four modernizations in our fatherland. 


Our great fatherland covers a vast territory with land borders extending 
over 20,000 km. Due to certain historical reasons, most of the border 
regions are economically backward, have poor transport facilities and are 
culturally underdeveloped. However, this is only one aspect of the problem, 
there is also another aspect. The border regions are the home of people 
belonging to various industrious and valiant nationalities. The regions 
ae rich in valuable mineral resources; large tracts are covered with 
forests and wide stretches of prairie; there is much fertile land waiting 
for us to develop. The border regions are closely bound up with the heart 
o. our fatherland; they are like a protective screen around our great 
fatherland. Without a solid and strong border defense, there can be no 
solid and strong national defense. Safe borders strengthen the domestic 
security. As fervently as we love our fatherland, we shall also love the 
border regions. We shall safeguard our border regions as well as we 
safeguard our beloved fatherland. 




















"In founding a state, border defenses are important; many are the resporsi- 
bilities of soldiers in this respect." Throughout our country's history, 
many knowledgeable patriots have looked upon the safeguarding of the fron- 
tiers as a glorious undertaking. Many patriotic poets throughout our 
history have enthusiastically eulogized the heroes of the frontier regions 
who protected the country's security and units, who fought bloody battles, 
who established military stations to cpen up wasteland and guard frontier 
regions, who shared close company with war horses and grew old together 

in desert regions, unafraid of hardship and dangers, and who laid down 
their lives for their country. In T'ang poetry there is a special branch 
called frontier poetry. Li Bo, Li He, Wang Changling, Li Yi and other 
poets left us collections of this type of poetry. “Fu-bo only wanted his 
body returned home wrapped in a horse hide [i.e. die a soldier's death]; 
will Ding-yuan need to return alive to China proper?” Poetic lines like 
these have always won universal appraisal. Fu-bo and Ding-yuan are refer- 
ences to two famous generals of the Latter Han Dynasty, Ma Yuan and Ban 
Zhao. Ma Yuan once said: “When men died on the prairies of the border 
regions, their bodies were returned home wrapped in horse hides; it was 
not for them to lie in bed under the care of their children.” These two 
poetic lines were to express that when Ma Yuan rushed into battle he hoped 
to die in battls and have his body returned home wrapped in a horse hide; 
would gan Zhao ask to be returned home alive? The patriotic generals of 
past history who guarded the borders and fended off the enemy had their 
Limitations due to the particular historical conditions of their times, 
but their spirit of devoting their lives to safeguarding the nation's 
unity and national solidarity deserves our highest praise. However, “when 
taking count of outstanding men, let us still look at those of present 
times.’ Those who are most deserving of our praise are our proletarian 
patriots of today, the people's border defense fighters. They are displaying 
the lofty sentiments and aspirations expressed in Comrade Zhou Fnlai's: 
"Our loyal heroes are buried all over the green hills, no need to return 
them home in horse hides.” They gave their everything ungrudgingly for 
strengthening the border defenses to safeguard our iatierland. In the 
extreme hardships and difficulties of the protracted struggle to defend 
our borders and coastal defenses, in the defensive fighting at Zhenbaodao 
Island, in our self-defense at the Sino-Vietnamese border, many heroes 
have emerged who gladly endured all hardships and courageously sacrificed 
their lives for the well-being of the people. How many times higher must 
we assess their spirit compared with the national heroes of our past history! 


During a very long period of time before liberation, our country, in actual 
fact, had borders but no border defense. Only after the establishment of 
the People's Republic were efforts made to build up our border defenses. 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four" with their reactionary policy of the so- 
called “political border defense” inflicted extremely serious setbacks on 
our border defense. On our northern border we have now that big hegemonist 
power, the Soviet Union, bent on subjugating our country. On the southern 
border there is the emall hegemonist power, Vietnam, provoking and causing 
disturbances. If ever war should break out, large-scale, medium or small- 
scale fighting, our border defenses would be the first to bear the brunt. 
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We have no other choice but to build up our border defenses effectively 

and as quickly as possible. Generally speaking, conditions in the border 
regions are rather poor, life {ts comparatively hard and arduous. If we 

are to establish roots in the border regions, build up a solid border defense, 
we must adhere to the lofty idea of pricing the peace and security of the 
fatherland above everything else and of unconditionally subordinating 
everything to the needs of the revolution. We must accept the border region 
as our home and regard service in the border regions as a glorious task. 

We must be filled with the heroic spirit that has no fear of hardships and 
deathly dangers, in one word, we must have the revolutionary spirit of 

nard work and arduous struggle. The comrades of the garrison division 
expressed it well when they said: “Let us not talk of the hardships of 

life in the border regions, but rather link up closely with the hundreds 

of millions of happy families.” The spirit of selflessness displayed in 
their work by the comrades of the garrison division's party committee and 
their lofty revolutionary sentiment, their excellent work style filled 

with concern for the livelihood of the masses, and the commendable quality 
of strict self-discipline are very much worth our study, and must be 
encouraged. All of us, members of the Communist Party, members of the 
Communist Youth League, each single revolutionary fighter and, in particular, 
all leading cadres, must emulate them and must be determined to promote 

the true political quality of our armed forces in being able to endure 
hardships and arduous struggle. If we have a good leadership group, hard 
working and arduous fighters, and equally hard working and arduously 
fishting good cadres, the border defenses of our fatherland can truly be 
huilt into an indestructible wall, the fighting strength of our military 
units will be quickly enhanced, and the pace of revolutionizing and modern- 
izing our army will be greatly speeded up. 


‘f we are intent oa strengthening our border defenses, we must greatly 
levelop the socialist economic and cultural construction in the border 
cegions. If we furthermore want to achieve success in building up the border 
regions, we must safeguard peace and security in the border regions, other- 
wise no preconditions would exist for building up these regions. Our mili- 
tary units in the border regions must actively participate in anc ener- 
get ‘cally support the socialist construction of the border regions, carry 
out reeducation in minority policies, strengthen our solidarity with the 
peoples of the various nationalities and contribute our strength to a rapid 
transformation of the whole aspect of these border regions. At the saze 
time we must promote a spirit of patriotism and revolutionary heroism; 
we must study the experiences of self-defense when fighting off the enemy 
1 the Sino-Vietnamese border, heighten our vigilance a hundredfold, 
f emly grasp the implementation of various strategic measures, effectively 
uplement a joint defense by military forces and civilians, and at all 
times be prepared to annihilate any enemy that would dare to invade our 
country. To be part of the border defense is an extremely glorious duty. 
‘he tasks of border defense are extremely arduous. As to the selfless 
work of the party committee of the garrison division and its achievements, 
we must study them, equal them and surpass then. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


LEGISLATION WANTED FOR CHINA'S EDUCATION 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 2 Aug 79 p 4 
[Article by Liu Yong [0491 0516}: “Education Needs Legislative Rules”) 


[Text] Since the necessity and importance of running education according 
to regulations have been generally recognized, some guarantees should 

be provided for implementing this principle. Legislation is a powerful 
guarantee of this kind. 


People usually regard doing a good job in ideological work, appointment 

of qualified personnel, provision of necessary equipment, and establishing 
regulations and systems as guarantees for running education with success. 
This viewpoint pays attention to only a few relatively important links in 
the entire chain of education. Although the normal movement of the chain 
depends upon the strength of each individual link (especialiy the taportant 
ones), the external conditions that operate the chain must be set right. 
Therefore, paying attention to those links mentioned above does not 
necessarily guarantee the permanent, smooth development of education. When 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four” were running rampant, not only was the 
standard of the so-called “doing a good job in ideological work,” 
“appointment of qualified personnel,” etc. subject to anybody's interpreta- 
tion, there was no definite yardstick to measure what was so-called "good" 
even though all the interpretations of the standard were correct. Because 
of thie situation any link of the chain could be “flexibly” treated or 
“dynamically” dealt with according to one's wish. Inasmuch as these links 
themselves were not guaranteed, it was futile to tulk about their effect 

on education as guarantees. 


Once we have an educational law, the situation will be greatly different. 
For once education is governed by law. *here will be a legal standard for 


making decisions, weighing advantage: sodvantages, and measuring 
results. Such things detriment] to » «© 1 a8 doing what one thinks 
is right or what one pleases will be rest red and effectively prevented 
by law. 
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Educational legislation is in reality a procedure to translate the objective 
rules of educational work into regulations in the form of law. Since such 
legislation reflects objective rules, it can only be the result of a 
setentific research and careful and systematic investigation of educational 
practices and other related factors. As this signifies that the legislation 
is highly scientific and relatively truthful, it will, therefore, be gladly 
accepted by those who genuinely wish to do a good job in education. Since 
such legislation is a law of the state written and promulgated by 
authoritative organizations of the state, it carries the authority and 

force of lew and must be obeyed by everybody. Educational legislation can 
guarantee the smooth operation of education because it has the two 
attribetes of law--force and authoriry. 


In the last decade or so, the quality of our education dropped considerably. 
Of course, it was mainly due to the wanton destruction of Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four.” It also had a great deal to do with the imperfection of our 
legal system and the absence of educational legislation. Before the 
cultural revolution, the organizations with state power did not write down 
regulations in the form of law concerning many important problems on 
education except for some rules and regulations issued by related govern- 
ment departments. Of course, these rules and regulations did not have the 
authority and solemnity of law. Especially, they had no restratuing effect 
on people sot in the field of education. At the founding of the people's 
republic, a straight S-year system was tried for primary schools. After 

4 period of experiment, a trial measure was promulgated by the State 
Council. However, some strange phenomena have occurred in the field of 
education in the last few years. For instance, pedagogical order war 
disturbed et will, courses and teaching material were adopted or dropped 

it wiil, educational workers’ personal freedom was willfully encroached 
upon and they were arbitrarily deprived of the right to work, the nature 
and purpose of schools were changed at will, participation in simple 
productive labor was regarded as the main form of education, and entrance 
exemicetion was abolished. All these could not be stopped by a few regu- 
a loas tesued by educational administrative departments. At that time, 
evn such an important thing as the school system could be entirely 

changed without the minimum investigation or any necessary legal procedure. 
Once the system was changed, the number of years for primary schools was 
left to the discretion of various localities. These facts forcefully 
explain how indispensable educational legislation is to the normal 
overation of education. 


ourse, if our legal system is unsound and our political situation 

Stable, we cannot guarantee that these strange phenomena will not recur 
even though we have educational legislation. However, in light of the 
ropid progress in our effort toward perfecting our legal system and the 
increasing solidarity of a unified and stable situation in our country, 
this kind of worry becomes more and more unnecessary. In short, once 
there is educational legislation, those who work according to the objective 
rules of education will be protected and encouraged, and those who do not 
will be subject to restraint and sanction. In this way. there will be a 
reliable guarantee to prevent confusion in education and make the normal 
development of education possible. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


WAYS OF HELPING INTELLECTUALS OF DIFFERENT AGES SUGGESTED 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 7 Aug 79 p 1 


[Article by Rong Yizhi [2837 3015 0037]: "A Talk on ‘Three Kinds of 
Salvages'"] 


[Text] During the years when Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were running 
wild, education and intellectuals in China suffered a catastrophe. As a 
consequence, ignorance and lack of qualified people have become an important 
factor today which hinders an early implementation of the four moderniza- 
tions. To salvage knowledge and qualified persons has become an important 
task in pursuing the general mission of this new age. 

The word “salvage,” I think, has a very important meaning to teday's old, 
middle-aged and young intellectuals. This word may mean something different 
to each different age group, the difference lying only in what is to be 
salvaged. 


As far as old intellectuals are concerned, it ought to be a matter of 
“salvaging their knowledge." Many old intellectuals are advanced in age, 
physically weak and prone to disease. Measures should be taken as soon as 
possible to save and preserve their special knowledge on academic subjects, 
scientific research results and artistic attainments. For instance, we 
should give them assistants to help them collate their research results 
and achievements. Their academic reports, lectures, or artistic perfor- 
mances should be recorded or photographed for posterity. Let them have 
research fellows so that there will be successors to their academic 
pursuits. Otherwise, once these old experts and professors are dead, that 
useful knowledge and skill will be gone with them. It will then be too 
late to salvage it. 


As far as middle-aged intellectuals are concerned, the key issue is to 
“salvage their time." Today's middle-aged intellectuals are playing a 
backbone role in all fields no matter whether they are scientific research, 
production, culture, or education. They constitute a strong link between 
the past and the future. Their work is heavy; their social activities 

are numerous; and their family chores are burdensome. Five-sixths of their 
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busiress hours cannot be put to proper use. A lot of precious time is 
taken up by meetings and administrative routine. More than half of their 
useful energy is wasted in trivial household chores. Therefore, we should 
do our best to help middle-aged intellectuals "salvage their time” in 

order to reduce unnecessary waste. We should also help them overcome 

their difficulties in their daily lives and improve their working and 
learning conditions as much as possible. This is a key measure for achiev- 
ing quick results in science, technology and culture. 


As far as the youths are concerned, it is a matter of "salvaging their 
studies." When the “gang of four" wrought havoc in the country, a clownish 
student who handed in a blank examination paper was played up as a hero, 
many scholarly inclined youths such as Su Amang [5685 7093 5345] and 

Yang Lianlian [2799 5114 1670] were put into jail, and a whole generation 
of youths were ruined because of the extremely great damage done to their 
education. As a consequence, there is now worry about a lack of competent 
successors everywhere. Many work-peasant-soldier college students 
assigned to various posts generally find themselves not up to their jobs, 
and unable to handle their work. We should not cold-shoulder or blame 
these youths. Instead, we should, out of our wish to nurture them and 
enhance their ability, help them make up their lost time by taking some 
missed courses within a relatively short time so that they can meet the 
needs of their work. Of course, these young comrades should also look at 
reality squarely, assume a humble attitude, make up their minds to learn 
trom the beginning, and try hard to catch up. Eventually, a large 
contingent of intellectuals, including the old, the middle-aged and the 
young, will be quickly formed on every front. In this way, the realiza- 
tion of China's four modernizations will have a practical guarantee. 


lhese are the "three salvages" which should be given top priority. At 

this great moment when the party is shifting its work emphasis and striving 
t step up its speed to adjust and develop industrial and agricultural 
production, to do a good job on "three salvages" for our intellectuals 
nould be a major event deserving our attention. 
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CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCIENCES TO INCREASE ACADEMICIANS 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 8 Aug 79 p 1 


[Article: "CAS Holds Joint Conference of Standing Committees of Four 
Academic Departments To Discuss Question of Electing Additional Committee 
Members" ] 


[Text] Not long ago, the Chinese Academy cf Sciences (CAS) called a joint 
conference of the standing committees of four academic departments--the 
Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry Department, the Biology Department, 

the Geology and Geography Department and the Technical Sciences Department-- 
to discuss the election of additional committee members. The “Measures of 
Electing Additional Committee Members of the Academic Departments of the 
CAS" drafted by the conference have been adopted at the administrative 
meeting of the CAS. This important decision on adding committee members 

and the method of electing additional members has been approved by the 

State Council. 


During the cultural revolution, the academic departments of the CAS were 
smashed to pieces. Most committee members were criticized and denounced as 
"reactionary academic authorities.” Many of them suffered cruel prosecutions. 
All activities of academic departments stopped. Last year, after the Party 
Central Committee approved the revival of academic department activities, 
many committee members pointed out that for 20 years neither has the number 
of committee members been increased nor have the vacancies been filled. 

Many of the present members are advanced in age. To suit the needs of the 
nation's four modernizations program, the increase and election of committee 
members is a task of top priority. 


The method of increasing and filling the vacancies of committee members 
discussed during the joint conference stipulated that the academic depart- 
ments of the CAS should be made of the country's outstanding scientists. 
All research fellows, professors, senior engineers and technicians, and 
those who with equivalent qualifications have attained significant achieve- 
ments or made significant contributions to scientific and technological 
research may be elected to academic departments. The committee members 

are elected in four steps: (1) Recommendation. The present committee 
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members may jointly recommend their candidates. All units of the CAS, all 
ministries and commissions under the State Council, institutions of higher 
learning, organizations under the national defense system, all provincial, 
municipal, autonomous region research organizations, and all learned 
seciteties directly under the Chinese Scientific Association may recommend 
candidates from thelr respective units. (2) Selection. The candidates 

are then selected by the responsible ministries and commissions, the scien- 
tific commissions of the respective provinces, municipalities and autono- 
mous regions, the Chinese Scientific Association and the CAS. (3) Appraisal. 
An appraisal meeting is then held by the standing committee of each academic 
department to decide on a preliminary list of candidates. The list is 

made known to all committee members to solicit their comments. Then a2 
final list of candidates is agreed upon. (4) Election. Secret ballots 

are cast by the committee members of various academic departments. The 
election results are submitted by the CAS to the State Council for 
approval. The “Measures of Electing Additional Committee Members of the 
Academic Departments of the CAS” provide that a certain quota of committee 
members should be reserved for well-known scientists from Taiwan Province, 
Hong Kong and Macao. In the future, a few foreign scientists (including 
foreign scientists of Chinese descent) who are internationally known and 
have made contributions to China’s scientific and technological development 
will be invited to be overseas committee members of various academic 
departments of the CAS. 


The total number of committee members will *e increased to about 300 after 
the election. In adding new members, attention should be paid to the 
election of younger talents and women sclentists. 


in addition, it was decided at a recent administrative meeting of the CAS 

thac all those committee members who were wrongfully labeled as rightists 

ind subsequently deprived of their positions in 1957 should be reinstated 

ifter investigation by their respective units. The honor that goes with 

the committee member of an academic department should be posthumously 
stored to those who are dead. 


ne comierence was attended by deputy directors of the CAS Li Chang [262i 


2490}. Zhou Petyuan [0719 1014 3293], Yen Jici [0917 3444 1964] and Qian 
Sangtung [6929 0005 1730]. Comrade Li Chang gave a tlak at the conference. 
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